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In latter years, as Mr. Logan said, he
drove himself, but he did not let up. Even
when we asked him to take a spell and
not accompany us on a long trip he de-
clined to do so, and invariably he went
along with us. What I heard said re-
cently of the late Mr. Simpson summed up
his character, that he was great, ener-
getic, and gentlemanly. He has set an
example which we could well follow.

THE HON. S, T. J. THOMPSON (South)
[6.13 pm.]l: I wish to be associated with
the motion before the House. During the
past three sessions of Parliament it has
heen my privilege to occupy a seat beside
the late Mr. Simpson, and I shall always
he grateful for the kind words of wisdom
and for the advice he was so ready to
tender. In the passing of Mr. Simpson
we have lost one of nature’s gentlemen,
and it is with great sorrow that I look at
his vacant seat heside me.

THE PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) (4§14 pm.}» Once again I must
associate myself with this motion of con-
dolence, and I support the remarks of all
the members who have spoken, Mrs. Simp-
son and her family must derive a great
deal of comfort from such remarks, for
they establish the fact that Bert Simp-
son’s life was one well spent. Therefore it
is with sadness that I support the motion.

Question passed; members standing.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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SITTING DAYS AND HOURS 49
UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA—

Fiitieth Annlversary : Address of Loyalty 27

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman)} took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Fiftieth Anniversary. Address of Loyalty

THE SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman) [4.32
pm.): 1 desire to inform ihe House that
on 'Tuesday, the 9th July, 1963, the Chan-
cellor of the University of Western Aus-
tralia, Sir Alex Reid, C.M.G., 1.8.0., ac-
companied by the Aciing Vice-Crancellor,
Protessor €. J. Birkett Ulews; the Chair-
man of the Professorial board, lrofessor
M. N. Austin; the Registrar, Mr. A, J.
williams; and the Admimisirative Ofiicer,
Mr. H. F. Wilicocg, visited me in my room,
in the presence or the Minister for Works,
The Hon, G. P. Wild; the Leader of the
Opposition, The Hon. A. R. G. Hawke,
and several other members of the House.

The Chancellor, to mark the occasion of
the nftieth anniversary of the University
of Western Ausiralia, and to e€xpress as-
surances of loyally to the Legisiature of
this State, presented the following ad-
aress—

The Honourable the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of the State
of western Australia:

On the ocecasion or The Fiftieth
Anmversary o1 'The University of
Western sausitralia whoch is being
celebrated in this year, 1963, the
Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor, Vice-
Chancellor, Members of the Senate,
Warden of Convocation, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor, Professors and the whole
community of staff, students and
officers -of the University beg leave
to present their respeetful assurances
of loyalty to the Leagislature of this
State of Western Australia.

The University was inaugurated by
the passage of an Act to Establish,
Incorporate and Endow the Univer-
sity of Western Australia, which was
assented to on the sixteenth of Febru-
ary, 1911. Following the appointment
of members of the first Senate, the
selection of the foundation Professors
and Lecturers and the constituting
of Convocation in 1912, the University
began the instruction of its first stu-
dents on the thirty-first of Mareh,
1913,

The University records with appreci-
ation and gratitude the vision and
energy of those leaders who laid the
foundations of higher education in
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this community and the generous
statesmanship shown by successive
governments in fostering the growth
and expansion of the institution from
its humble but hardy beginnings to its
present dignity and beauty.

The University has always envis-
aged and interpreted its function as
the performance of double but un-
divided duty: the pursuit and com-
munication of knowledge, as a member
of the world-wide commonwealth of
learning, and, as the University of this
State, the provision of “instruction
in those practical arts and liberal
studies which are needed to advance
the prosperity and welfare of the
people”. All Paculties and Schools
have contributed something jndispens-
able to the quality of this distinctive
Western Australian Community, both
those first established and those ad-
ded later; those hearing on the pecu-
liar characteristics and genius of the
region no less and no more than those
that link it with the civilized mind of
all times and places.

Already graduates of the University
of Western Australia have achieved
distinetion throughout the world and
have enriched and stimulated in many
significant ways the spiritual, intel-
lectural, artistic and material life of
their fellow-citizens. It is to be hoped
that, as the opportunities and de-
mands for higher education grow with
the growth of our dynamic and happy
society, so may the mutual relations
of serviee, respect and concord be-
tween Government and TUniversity
continue in the future as in the past
to confer blessings both on the in-
dividual and the common life.

Thus with sober pride and sanguine
hope we invite you, Sir, and the mem-
bers of our august legislature, 1o
share with us the celebration of our
University Jubilee and to accept this
sincere testimony of our continuing
and grateful loyalty.

29th June, 1963.
(Sgd.) Alex J. Reid,
Chancellor,

On behalf of the Legislature Assembly,

I replied in the following terms:—

Mr. Chancellor and Gentlemen of the
University:

On behalf of the Legislative Assem-
bly of Western Australia, I thank you
for your expressions of loyalty to the
Legislature of this State on the occa-
sion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
the University of Western Australia.

We desire to offer our congratula-
tions on the celebration of your
Golden Jubilee, and to advise you that
the recognition of the statemanship
shown by successive Governments to
the University is deeply appreciated.

The Presentation of this Address
Will be reported to the House at the
earliest opportunity.

(Sgd.) John Hearman,
Speaker.

I now place upon the Table of the

House the Chancellor’'s address and my
reply thereto.

1.

The papers were labled.
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

This question was postporned.

BARGES “TERN" AND “PETREL"

Tenders Received by Fremantle Harbour

2,

Trust, and Prices Quoted

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Was the action of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust in inviting tenders
for the purchase of the barges
Tern and Petrel the result of &
decision on the part of the trust
actually to sell the barges or was
it exploratory only in order to
ascertain what were the likely
sale prices?

How many tenders were received
for either or both barges?

Were any of the prices tendered
satisfactory?

Was it not a fact that in at least
one instance the prices tendered
were in excess of what the trust
expected to obtain?

Were the prices tendered in any
instance in excess of what the
trust had originally paid for the
harges?

(2)
(3)

4)

5)

Hiring to McDonald Construction
Co.

(6) Why did the trust decide not to
accept any of the tenders but
instead to hire the barges to
McDonald Construction Com-
pany?

What reason was given by the
trust when it notifled the highest
tenderer that it had been decided
not to sell the barges?

Did the McDonald Construction
Company either directly or in-
directly submit a tender to pur-
chase one or both barges offered?

Policy of Fremantle Harbour Trust
on Hiring Barges

(9) Previous to the occasion in ques-
tion had it not been the general
policy of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust not to hire out any of its
machinery or equipment except
when such as was required was
unavailable from private business
sources?

n

3
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What explanation does the trust
give for competing with private
business in the hiring out of
barges to McDonald Construction
Company?

Did the trust make any inquiry
a5 to the availability of barges
for hire before agreeing to hire
harges to the MeDonald Construc-
tion Company?

If so, of whom did it inquire?

Charges for Hiring

Were the charges for hiring
which were agreed upon hetween
the Fremantle Harbour Trust and
McDonald Construction Com-
pany substantially below the
charges which had been made
previously on the occasions on
which the trust had hired ouf its
barges? '

. WILD replied:

Exploratory to examine the econ-
omics in regard to retention or
disposal of the barges.

Five,

The price tendered by Prince
Launch Service for Tern was sat-
isfactory as it was subsequently
accepted.

No.

Yes. The trust originally pur-
chased at a favoured or preferen-
tial rate.

The barges were primarily for hire
to facilitate working and develop-
ment of the port. At the time
when MecDonald Construction
Company made original ihquiries
tenders had not been called and
when the company made final
arrangements tenders had not
been finalised.

All five tenderers were advised
that in view of expected develop-
ments in connection with harbour
improvements the barges were
withdrawn from sale until a later
date.

No.

The trust hires out shore mech-
anical equipment and floating
plant in the port, but does not
seek to compete with private
enterprise outside the port.

The trust did not compete with
private business. The trust ad-
vised McDonald Construction
Company that all sources of pri-
vate hire must he explored before
hire of the trust barges could be
considered.  Subsequent investi-
gations revealed that the barge
owned by Mrs. Snider was the

3.

(11)
(12)

(13

29

only privately-owned one avail-
able for hire. McDonald Con-
struction Company informed the
trust that this barge was unsuit-
able for the purpose.

Yes.

R. P. Gray Pty. Limited; Western
Trading Company—Barges other-
wise commiited. Mrs. Snider—

Barge unsuitable, see No. (10}
above,
No. McDonald Construction

Company was charged the normal
hire rate.

COCKBURN CEMENT PTY. LTD.
Agreement with Government end Rale

Mr.
)

)

&3

4)

3)

(g)
N

Mr.

of Interest Charged

TONKIN asked the Treasurer:

Why was a new agreement on the
26th January, 1961, executed he-
tween the Government and Cock-
burn Cement Pty. Ltd. to termin-
ate several existing agreements
and fix the rate of interest at 4%
per cent. from the 31st December,
1960, onwards which the company
was (o pay on the advance of
£1,000,000 which had been made
to it during the years 1954 to
19607

Was it not reasonable that the
company should pay for advances
at such rate or rates as the State
itself was required to pay to those
from whom it borrowed the
moneys advanced as was provided
in the original agreement?

What rate of interest was being
charged by the State Housing
Commission te home purchasers
at the 26th January, 19617

Was this rate subsequently in-
creased, and, if so, when and to
what figure?

Particulars of Borrowings

Was Cockburn Cement Pty. Lid.
requested to submit particulars
concerning the amount of money
which it claimed it had been
obliged to borrow from sources
other than the State Govern-
ment and the resultant increase
in cost to the company?

Did it supply the information re-
quired in proof of its contention?
What is the present position of the
account relating to the loan?

NAIDER (for Mr. Brand)

replied:

1)

in order to consoclidate the several
agreements which were in exist-
ence prior to the 26th January,
1961, and to limit. the State’s com-
mitment to the total sum of
£1,000,000 advanced to that date.
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The new agreement also fixed the
rate of interest at 4% per cent. per
annum from the 1st January, 1961.
No, in view of the original inten-
tion to make advances to the
company from the T.oan FPund
which was changed at the Gov-
ernment’s request to provide ini-
tial finance by way of bank over-
draft. It was not considered
equitable that the company should
be put to additional expense be-
cause of delay by the Govern-
ment in providing advances from
Loan Fund. The interest rate of
41 per cent. per annum is the rate
which the company would have
been charged under the original
agreement §f advances had been
made as intended initially.

54 per cent. including a loading
of three-quarters of 1 per cent.
to cover costs of administration.
The rate was increased to 5% per
cent, from the 16th May, 1961,
and reduced to 5§ per cent. from
the 17th May, 1962,

No. The company was requested
to submit financial returns of its
operations but these were not sup-
plied.

Answered by No. (5},

The loan had been reduced to
£9820,000 at the 30th June last in
accordance with the terms of the
agreement. Interest had also
been met in full to that date.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST
Receipts from Angle-Iranian Oil Co. Lid.

Mr.

$9)

(2)

3

1
@
3)

TONKIN asked the Treasurer:
Has the peoint in dispute between
the Treasury and the Fremantle
Harbour Trust relating to the sum
of £245589 paid by the Anglo-
Iranian Qil Coy, Ltd. to the trust
and retained by it been resolved?
If “Yes,” what is the position
upon which agreement has been
reached?

I “No,” what action, if any, was
taken during the last twelve
months towards bringing the mat-
ter to finality?

. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:

No.
Answered by No. (1).

The payment of these moneys
direct to Consolidated Revenue
would not achieve any different
result under present circumstances
from that now obtaining, as all
collections by the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust in excess of operating

5.

6.

expenses are being paid into Con-
solidated Revenue. Therefore no
useful purpose would be served by
a change in present procedure.

TEACHERS' SALARIES

Calculations and Payment: Prevention

Mr.
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Mr,
N

(3)
(4

of Errors
TONKIN asked the Treasurer:

On whose authority was the sug-
gestion of the Auditor-General in
1959 that the appointment of an
experienced internal checking of-
ficer was desirable to reduce the
disturbingly large proportion of
errors being made in the calcu-
lation and payment of Education
Department salaries, rejected?
What was the reason that the
suggestion was rejected?

Is it not most desirable that prac-
tical steps be taken to minimise
the number of errors in view of
the fact that the Education De-
partment has a payroll in excess
of £8,000,000 per annum and the
numerous errors are ocecasioning
considerable inconvenience and
irritation to teachers as well as
resulting in & number of irregu-
lar payments going undetected?
What was the outcome of the
Auditor-General’s representations
to the Treasury on this matter in
1962?

NALDER (for Mr, Brand) replied:
and (2). In 1959 payments to
teachers were made by the Treas-
ury.

The suggestion was rejected after
an investigation by the Public
Service Commissioner’s Office re-
vealed that the proportion of er-
rors did not warrant the appoint-
ment of a full-time checking of-
ficer.

Yes.

An additional salaries clerk was
appointed.

IRON ORE FROM TALLERING PEAK

Reasons for Lack of Sale to Japan

Mr,

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Industrial Development;

I

Does he remember giving the Leg-
islative Assembly an assurance on
the Tth November last year, that
the reason why no contracts had
been obtained for the sale to Jap-
an of iron ore from Tallering
Peak was not on account of any
difficulty over the grade of ore,
but was “entirely on account of
the Japanese eccnomic conditions
which are affecting their plan-
ning"?
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Is he aware that it was reporied in
the Daily News of the 10th May
that a spokesman for certain Jap-
anese steel mills gave as the
reason, ‘disagreement on the
quality of W.A. iron ore to be
mined from  Tallering Peak
Mines”.?

What explanation has he to give
for denying my suggestion that
the trouble was in the grade of
ore being offered and giving the
assurance, which he did, and
which is contrary to the known
facts?

COURT replied:
Yes.
Yes.

No explanation is necessary be-
cause the Japanese have made it
clear both to Australia and to
other countries that their reluc-
iron ore
agreements in recent times is re-
lated to their economic position
‘which we understand is recovering
and will clear the way for the
gsigning of contracts within a rea-
sonable period.

The advanced nature of the
negotiations between  Western
Mining Corporation and the Jap-
anese is evidence of this.

The fact that there was negotia-
tion on the quality of ore to be
mined from Tallering Peak is not
peculiar to this area. In all negoti-
ations for iron ore contracts, the
quality of ore including contam-
inates must be of vital interest
to both parties and the subject
of careful examination before
agreement.

HOUSING OF TEACHERS

Agreement between Government and

Mr,

Teachers’ Union
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Education:

(1

(2)

A&

(4)

Has agreement between the Gov-
ernment and the Teachers’ Union
yet been reached on a plan for
teacher housing?

Does he not agree that the
proper housing of teachers is at
least of equal importance to the
housing of migrant tradesmen who
have been guaranteed a suitable
house?

Interest Rate to be Charged

Is the Government insisting on an
interest rate of 6 per cent. on capi-
tal involved which will be a com-
ponent of the rent?

If so, how does it reconcile its
attitude to the teachers with its
treatment of the Cockburn Cement

Mr,

(1}
2

(4)
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Co., which had its interest on a
loan of £1,000,000 reduced to a
rate of 44 per cent.?

LEWIS replied:

No.

and (3) The importance of the
housing of teachers and Govern-
ment employees generally is at
present the subject of investigation

hy a special committee. Iis report
is expected in the very near future.

Answered by Nos. (2) and (3).

CREDIT BETTING

Offences Against Section 33 of Act, and

8. Mr.

Prosecutions
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

&)

2)

3

1)

5

Was it not enacted by Parliament
in Western Australia that the
Totalisator Agency Board, or any
of its officers, agents, or employees
shall not accept any bet that is
made by letter or by telegram or
telephone message on any horse
race unless the person making the
bet has established with the
board in accordance with the Act,
a credit account up to the time of
making the bet and the bet is
charged against that account?

In what number of instances have
known offences bheen committed
against section 33 of the Totali-
sator Agency Board Betting Act,
which is the section referred to in
the previous guestion?

In how many instances have prose-
cutions been instituted against the
offenders?

Amount Owing by Defaulters

What is the total amount due to
the T.A.B. in respect of bets made
by telephone with the board’s
agents by bettors who have de-
faulted, and in connection with
which the agents concerned, in
purported compliance with the
law, had undertaken to advance
money which they did not have
and consequently the board has not
received payment?

Amount Repaid by Agenis

Of the total amount due to the

board through default of bettors,

how much has %een repaid by

agents—

(a) by lump sum payments;

(h) by deductions by the T.AB.
from commission earned?

Retention by T.A.B. of Agenis’

(6)

Commission

How many agents are at present
having money retained by the
T.A.B. out of commission earned to
liquidate debts due by them to the
board?
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Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) One,

(3) One,

(4) £240.

(5) Answering on the assumption that
this question is directly related to
No. (4) above—

(a) Nil
(b) Nil.

(6) Twao, hut if this question is related
to Nos. (4) and (5) above, the
answer is none.

T.A.B.: MISAPPROPRIATION OF
: FUNDS

Employees Concerned

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Will he supply—

(a) a list of the persons {(using
symbols so as not to identify
them personally) who, since
the establishment of the
Totalisator Agency Board,
have, whilst employed in any
capacity with that public
authority, misappropriated or
were believed to have mis-
appropriated, any of - the
board’s funds;

(b) particulars of amounts of
money involved, or thought to
be involved, in each case, re-
spectijvely?

Action Taken Against Offenders

(2)-Of these persons how many

were—

(a) suspended from employment;
{b) re-employed;
(¢) charged in the court in re-
spect of the alleged offences?
Amount Repaid to Dale

(3) How many of these persons have
made, or have promised to make
restitution, either in whole or in
part, and what is the total amount
which has been repaid to date?
Cases Reported to Police, and

Proceedings Instituted

{(4) Were all cases of misappropria-
tion of the funds of the T.A.B.
reported to the police by that
authority?

€5} If not, how many cases were re-
ported, and of these how many
occurred subsequent to the 22nd
June, 1962?

(6) Have all cases which occurred
after the 22nd June, 1962, been
reported to the police?

(1) In how many cases were police
court proceedings instituted—
(a) before the 30th April, 1963;
(B) subsequent to that date?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) No; but numbers and amounts’

2)

3)

4)
(5)

(6)
¢)

involved in known cases are
given in (b) hereunder.
(b) Seven cases in all, the re-
spective amounts being—
£ s d.
498 7
626 5
6 0
28 10
57 17
942 2
545 19
Total ... £2,706 0
(a) Seven.
(b) None.
(e) Six,
Four have made restitution in
full and one has made part resti-
tution, the total amount repaid
being £803 16s. 8d. and payment
is likely in the other two cases in
which no payment has been made.
No.
8ix out of which four took place
subsequent to the 22nd June, 1962,
Yes.

(a) Four.
{b) One, with one under cone
sideration.

HOoOUMOSOON

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
Coal and Fuel Qil Consumption

10. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Electrictty:
(1) What was the total annual con-

2)

(3)

Mr.

(1}

2)

3

sumption of coal by the State
Flectricity Commission during
each of the years 1956 to 1962
inclusive?

What was the total annual con-
sumption of fuel oil for the same
period?

What is the expected average
annual increase in the consump-
tion of coal by the S.E.C. during
the next seven years?

NALDER replied:

Years ended the 30th June:

-tons,
1356 ... ... 448,700
1957 ... ... 444,000
1958 ... ... 480,300
1959 ... ... 507,200
1960 ... ... 529,200
1961 ... ... 414,900
1962 ... ... 542,600
1963 ... ... 606,100

tons.
1956 ... ... 10,200
1957 ... e 13,100
1958 ... . 10,000
1959 ... ... 11,300
1960 ... e 12200
1961 ... .... 85,100
1962 ... ... 44,000
1963 40,200

Approximately 5 per cent.
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CREDIT BETTING

Advances by T.A.B. Agents to Clients

11. Mr.

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

1

2)

(&)

4)

5

Mr.

1)
(2)

L&)

4)
(5)

How many instances have occur-
red where agents of the Totalisa-
tor Agency Board by undertaking
to advance money to bettors in
connection with bets made by
telephone in purported compli-
ance with the reguirements of
section 33, subsection (b) have not
received the amount of the bets
{from the bettors end gdid not have
the money themselves to pay the
board?

As every such bet is clearly and
definitely an offence as provided
for in section 37 of the Totalisa-
tor Agency Board Betting Act,
were those offences reported to
the police?

Is he aware that the Chairman
of the T.AB. was quoted in
The West Australian of the 21st
July, 1961, as having sgid: “If the
agent contravenes either the Act
or the regulations, or even if he
acts legally but allows his clients
to run into debt, he will be dis-
missed”?

Does he agree that this statement
by the chairman hsas amounted
to no more than idle words, the
effect of which has been to mis-
lead the public regarding the real
nature of credit betting in which
the T.A.B. has permitted its agents
to engage?

Dismissal of T.A.B. Agenis
How many agents have been dis-

missed solely because they per-
mitted clients to run into debt?

CRAIG replied:

There is one known case,

Yes, the one known case has been
reported.

No, but it is accepted that the
chairman was quoted as stated.
No.

None. There are no known cases
of clients running into deht al-
though it is accepted that one
person now in gaol bet with
moneys obtained by false pre-
tences.

TIDAL POWER: HARNESSING AT

COLLIER BAY

Cost of Investigation by French

12, Mr.

Ezxperts
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:

(1

What is the cost to date in connec-
tion with the arrangement between
the Government and the French

(&3]

LY
4)

{1
2y
()]

()

a3

firm under which M. J. P. Duport
and M. M. Fagnoni came to West-
ern Australia in connection with
an inquiry into the feasibility of
harnessing tidal power in the Col-
lier Bay area north of Derby?
Was either of these French experts
on a daily rate of payment whilst
in the State?

If so0, what was the rate?

What is the estimated {otal pay-
ment which the Government will
be required to make in connection
with the advice it is expected io be
given?

. COURT replied:

£5,739.

Yes—after the first three weeks.
£580 per week. Cost to date to
Sogreah was made up of—

(a) £4.800 for agreed assistance.
(b) £580 per week for each week
exceeding first three weeks.
Air fares Perth-Derby and
return.

Discussions are proceeding con-
cerning the extent and cost of
further assistance. At this stage,

the information reqtiested is not
available.

(c)

IRON ORE: MT. GOLDSWORTHY

13, Mr.

- DEPOSITS
Development for Expori
TONKIN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Mines:

1)

(2)

3

4)
(57

Has he seen that Mr. R, Belliveau,
the W.A, representative of Mt.
Goldsworthy Mining Associates,
was reported to have said, in con-
nection with the Commonwealth
Government’s decision to grant an
export license for all the known
deposits at Mt. Goldsworthy, that,
“The development plans of Mt.
Goldsworthy Mining Assoclates
had always been on the assump-
tion that all the known iron ore
deposits at Mt. Goldsworthy would
be exported™?

Has that been also the Govern-
ment's opinion?

Tenders

When tenders were invited for the
Mt. Goldsworthy deposit, what
proportion for export was stipu-
lated?

How many tenders were received?

Did it appear from the tenders
that all of the tenderers had tend-
ered on the basis that the whole of
the deposit would be available for
export?
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(6) Did the Mt. Goldsworthy Mining
Associates have inside information
or was their tender made on the
basis of a calculated risk which
amounted {0 a gamble?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The State Government originally
called tenders on the basis of the
Commonwealth Government’s ex-
port conditions, but the agreement
with Mt. Goldsworthy Associates
ratified by Parliament stated
that—

The pariies contemplate the
possibility that the Common-
wealth may from time to time
grant to the Joint Venturers
licenses to export iron ore mined
from the mining area and else-
where in the said State, in excess
of 15,000,000 tons and at a
greater rate than 1,000,000 tons
per annhum.

(3) 15,000,000 tons (50 per cent. of the
then estimated deposits).

. (4) Bix.

{5) Some tenderers envisaged the pos-
sihility of much more ore being
located and becoming available for
export.

(6) Not understood.

MINING OPERATIONS AT WHIM
CREEK

Engagement of Japanese Advisers

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will he table a copy of the letter
which the Minister for Mines
wrote to the Chairman of Depuch
Shipping and Mining Co. Pty. Ltd.,
saying that he was agreeable to
four Japanese remaining as ex-
pert advisers during plant erection
at Whim Creek?

(2) Has -the erection of the plant been
completed?

(3) Are the Japanese still employed on
the mine, with the Minister's per-
mission despite the decision in the
Marble Bar Warden’s Court that
the Japanese were being employed
in breach of section 291 of the
Mining Act?

(4) However expedient or desirable it
may be thought to be, how is the
Minister for Mines able to permit
Japanese to work on a. mine at
Whim Creek without committing
& breach of his cath of office?

Mr.

(1

(2)
(3}

(4)

BOVELL replied:
The following are copies of the
letter to the company and a tele-
gram to the Japanese Ambassa-
dor—
30th November, 1962.
Mr. H. W. Woodfield,
Chairman,
Depuch Shipping &
Mining Co. Pty. Ltd.,
c¢/0 Warman & Co.,
171 St. George's Terrace,
Perth,

Dear Sir,
Whim Creek Copper

I am directed by the Hon.
Minister for Mines to acknow-
ledsge receipt of your letter of the
14th instant and to advise you
that, after giving careful con-
sideration to your request, he is
agreeable to the four men refer-
red to by you remaining as expert
advisers during the plant erection
at Whim Creek, and that there-
after two men not employed in
any way by the Depuch Company,
but purely Dowa Compahy em-
ployees and representatives, might
be permitted to stay subject to
annual review,

¥ours faithfully,

A. H. TELFER,
Under Secretary for Mines.

His Excellency S. Ohta
Japanese Ambassador
Canberra
Mining Act in force this State pre-
cludes employment of Asians in
mines Stop Government will not
raise any objection to Japanhese
engineers or technicians supervis-
ing technical details in regard in-
stallation of specialised gear which
may he brought in from overseas
for mining purposes Stop Govern-
ment has no objection to Japanese
capital Stop Under State Com-
panies Act if 2 company in Japan
carries on a husiness in Western
Australia it must register under
Part XI (Foreign Companies Pro-
visions) of Companies Act
Grifiith
Minister for Mines,

Trial run is now taking place.

It is understood that three Jap-
anese representatives of Dowa
Company are at Whim Creek,

As set out in the commmunications
referred to in No. (1) above, the
Minister reiterates that permission
was never given for Japanese to
work in the mine, bhut it was a
guestion of Japanese capital be-
ing employed and some of their
machinery being installed, and it
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was regarded as reasonable that
suppliers of the capital should be
able to oversee its proper use,
bearing in mind that the Jap-
anese referred {o were in the State
on a Commonwealth Immigration
Department visa.

As g result of the establishment
of this mine, 30 Australians are
today employed on it, and this
number will be increased in one
month’s time to 60.

JUVENILE GATHERINGS IN PUBLIC

RESORTS
Amendment of Police Act

15. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is he aware that when pronounc-
ing judgment on a case in the
Court of Criminal Appeal on the
22nd November, 1961, the Chief
Justice said that:

Parliament should fake early
steps to correct a section of the
Police Act dealing with the
gathering of juveniles in places
of public resort?

Why was no action on the matter
taken in Parliament by the Gov-
ernment last session?

Is it intended to take the required
action this session?

CRAIG replied:

Yes.

Because of the extensive inquiries

necessary into this and other sec-

tions of the Police Act.

'tl';he matter is receiving considera-
on.

HOUSING FOR MIGRANTS

2)

3
Mr.

(03]
2)

)

Government Advice to Lonnie Mission
16. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:

(1) Was a cablegram sent by the Gov-
ernment t¢ Mr. Lonnie in Eng-
land, informing him that there
was no waiting list for houses in
Western Australia?

(2) Was this information given to in-
tending migrants by the mission?

Accommodation in Hostels, and
Cost

(3) What is the expenditure to date
on private hotel accommodation
for migrants for whom houses
were not, or are not yet, available?
How many migrant adults and
children are at present heing
accommodated in a private hotel?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:

(1} No, but in general terms the
Migration Mission was authorised
to assure intending migrants that
housing would be provided within
a reasonable time.

4)

17,

(2) Answered by No. (1),

(3) Due to the arrival of a number of
ships with migrants at short in-
tervals, it was not{ possible to
accommodate all the migrants at
the Point Walter Hostel, It was
therefore necessary to accommo-
date some at the Rose & Crown
and Britannia Hostels. Expendi-
ture incurred and revenue col-
lected in this regard are as fol-

lows:
£ a d
Expenditure to 26/7/63 ... 4,951 12 1
Revenue o 26/7/63 1,692 15 2
Cost to State to 26/7/83 ... 3,258 13 1

One family only, consisting of
husband, wife, and one child is at
present in private hostel accom-
modation.

(4}

BRIDGE BUILDING
Tenders and Contracts

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Industriai Development:

(1) When the building irm of R. J.
Davies Pty. Ltd. was given the
contract for the railway bridge at
Fremantle was its tender the
lowest?

Was it the lowest tenderer for the
bridge at Kununurra which is still
in an unfinished state?

Was it the lowest tenderer for the
proposed bridge over the Bow
River?

Did the firm which subcontracted
for the concrete work on the Fre-
mantle Railway Bridge submit a
tender for the construction of the
bridee?

If so, was its tender above or helow
that of the successful tenderer, R.
J, Davies Pty. Ltd.?

(2)

&)

“4)

(5}

Government Assistance for R. J.
Davies Pty. Lid.

(6) Was any part of the “substantial
exira finance” which R. J. Davies
publicly stated on the 26th June
had been arranged for his com-
pany - provided by the Govern-
ment?

If so what are the particulars?

. COURT replied:

The tender of Messrs. R. J. Davies
Piy. Ltd. was the lowest of eight
tenders received.

It is assumed that the question
refers to a bridge over the main
irrigation channel near the Kun-
unurra ajrstrip. If so, I am in-
formed the construction of this
hridee was awarded as part of a
major contract to C. R. Keath

(&)

(1)

)
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(4)

(8)
(6)

18, Mr.
rese
D

(2)
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Earthmoving Pty. Ltd. This con-
ﬂactor appointed R, J. Davies Pty.

d. as
bridge. his subcontractor for the

The tender submitted by R. J.
Davieg Pty. Ltd. was the lowest
valid tender received by the Main
gpads Department. The Bow
slver bridge project was one of
ilx such bridges in the East Kim-
erleys all included in one tender.
Messrs, R, J. Davies carried out
all the concrete work themselves
with  wet, concrete supplied by
Ready Mixed Concrete Pty. Ltd.,
Wwhich company did not submit a
tender for the construction of the
bridge.

Answered by No. (4).

and (7) The Government’s part
Was limited to a guarantee for
£20,000 issued to cover an advance
’Qy Commonwealth Trading Bank
lleglég.yable by the 31st December,

HOUSING SHORTAGE
Effect of Lonnie Mission

TONKIN asked the Minister rep--

nting the Minister for Housing:

Does he realise that the Govern-
ment in endeavouring to fulfll its
contracetual obligations to migrant
tradesmen brought here under the
Lonnie scheme has increased the
waiting period for Western Aus-
tralian applicents to such an ex-
tent that emerzent cases now re-
main ynsatisfied for months?

Provision of Flats

Has he considered the advisability
or otherwise of utilising a greater
Proportion of the building money
available for the erection of flats
similar to Wandana?

Measures to Prevent Deterioration

3)

1

2)

of Housing Position

What special measures, if any,
does the Government intend to
€mploy to prevent the present
unsatisfactory housing position
from deteriorating further?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The Government is aware of its
Obligation and has arranged ad-
ditional finance for the erection of
more housing to meet the needs of
all conecerned, including the emer-
Eents.

Yes, the advisability of building
flats has been considered. For the
Dresent, the erection of houses for
families is thought to be the more
Important.

3)

The Government does net agree
that the housing position is de-
teriorating., This is evident by the
following:—

At the year ended the 30th
June, 1959, there were 7985
applicants for Commonwealth-
State and State Housing Act
homes, and the number of
houses completed under these
schemes for the year was 1,174,
The waiting period was then
more than three years for rental
and purchase homes.

At the 30th June, 1963, the
number of applicants was 5,800
and the waiting period, depend-
ing on locality, variahle up to
30 months for rental homes and
variable to 18 months for pur-
chase homes.

For the year ended June, 1963,
1,714 Commonwealth-State and
State Housing Act homes were
completed,

NORTHERN MINERALS SYNDICATE
Government Subsidy, and Undistribuled

19. Mr.

Profits
TONKIN asked the Minister for

the North-West:

1

(2}

3

(4}

1)

When consideration was being
given by the Government to the
request of the Northern Minerals
Syndicate for a subsidy involving
a payment to the syndicate of a
sum exceeding £30,000, was due
regard given to the amount of un-
distributed profits of the syndicate
and its interests in tin mining at
Shaw River, the Paris Gold Mine
at Widgiemooltha and the grazing
preperty near Bridgetown?

Is he aware that it has been stated
on behalf of West Coast Holdings
that that company had bright
prospects of getting a dividend
out of its one-sixth interest in
Northern Minerals because of its
autcmatic holding in the Paris
Gold Mine?

Is it true that Northern Minerals
has spent £234,000 of undistributed
profits at the Paris Gold Mine and
that RBritish Metals Corporation
decided to invest £75,000?

Should not the over-all financial
position of a claimant for a Gov-
ernment subsidy be taken into
consideration before funds are
made available?

., COURT replied:

and (4) In considering the request
for assistance with better handling
facilities at Port Hedland, the
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Government had to take into ac-
count the desirability of encour-
aging the export of manganese.

The Government’s amount is
not a subsidy. It is proposed that
the company and the Government
make a contribution of approxi-
mately equal amounts in provision
of bulk handling eguipment,
stockpile area and improved
berthing factilities. The assets on
‘which Government money is ex-
pended will remain the property
of the Government. The com-
pany will require to pay a levy
per ton to the Government.

It is reasonable to assume that,
regardless of the other financial
interests of the parties, they are
not likely to press on with the
export of a mineral which cannot
be handled on an economic hasis
with existing facilities.

The Government thought it was

‘of sufficient importance to the

Pilbara district generally and to
Port Hedland in particular to en-
deavour to create g situation
which would malke it attractive
for the applicants to export their
manganese in a very competitive
world market and also make
faeilities available for others who
would have access to them on a
fair and reasonable hasis.

No, but if such has been stated,
my information is that the West
Cozast Holdings’ hopes are hard to
understand. Paris Gold Mines
Pty. Ltd. is reported to be a long
way from being in a position to
declare a dividend. The mine is
stated to be in its early develop-
mental stages and even subject to
satisfactory development would
not be in a position to pravide a
suitable return for a period of
vears.

Yes, I understand Paris Gold
could absorb further money and
such expenditure would be in-
tended to have a gold producing
mine in an zrea which needs de-
velopment.

MAIN RCADS DEPARTMENT:

2). Mr.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

Access to Navy Raedio Communication

Cenire
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:

(€}

How does it transpire that in the
matter of the construction of 26
miles of road to provide access to
the site of the U.8. Navy’s radio
communication centre at North-
West Cape the Government of
that great protagonist of private

21.

enterprise, the United States of
America, should engage a Govern-
ment department to do the work
in preference to some private
firm?

(2) Were tenders invited or quotes
obtained?

Construction at Cost for Private
Subdividers

(3) Will he authorise the Main Roads
Department to construct roads atb
cost for subdividers who are re-
quired to provide for the con-
struction of roads?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) The engineer in charge of the
project (Captain Maley of the
United States Navy) called for the
assistance of the Commissioner of
Main Roads and, after consulta-
tion, made the request that the
work bhe done by that department.
It was considered by the United
States Navy that there was much
to he gained by using specialised
techniques which the Main Roads
"Department had developed over
the years, taking advantage of
stabilising formations and pave-
ments by the mixing of materials
close at hand. Purthermore, as
the nature of soils changes over
short distances it would be ex-
tremely difficult to draw up a
specification which could control
the operations of & contractor.

(2} It was agreed by the representa-
~tive of the United States Navy
that tenders would not be invited
or guotes obtained. He appre-
ciated that the Main Roads De-
partment transported all its ma-
terials on a contract piecewoark
basis and that most of the large
construction plant was hired from
private operators.

(3) Contractors have shown that they
are able {o construct roads for
subdividers.

PARIS GOLD MINE
Financial Assistance

Mr. TGIWKIN asked the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Has any request been received
from the Paris Gold Mine for
financial assistance?

(2) If so, what decision has been made
therecn?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Paris Gold Mine applied for a loan
of £105,135, for development work
and for the purchase of additional
plant and buildings.
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A loan of £25,000 was approved
on the 6th May, 1963, for specific
development work to establish
whether sufficient reserves of pay-
able ore are available to enable
ore exiraction and milling to pro-
ceed at an orderly rate.

A previous loan of £15,000 was
made te this company in 1961 for
development and, of this, £12,500
has been repaid to date.

CREDIT BETTING

Proceedings against R. I. Bowman:

Mr.

T.A.B. Involvement
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police: )
(1) Did he see in The West Australian

(2)

3

(4)

(5)

(6)

1

(8)
§:)

of the 16th May under the head-
ing, “Betting System Led to Man’s
Downfall” an account of the
Criminal Court proceedings in
connection with a charge of false
pretences against Raymond Ivor
Bowman?

Is he aware that Bowman was
wagering with the T.AB. as a
credit bettor ard at times was
actually investing more pounds
thzt he had pence?

How was he able to do this when
the Totalisator Agency Board
Betting Act makes it an offence
to accept a bet unless made by the
deposit of the amount of the bet
I c~zh or a credit account suffi-
cient to pay the amount of the
bet has been established and
rr‘;ah:)tained by the person making
the het?

Did the agent concerned possess
sufficient money to have been in
a position to make good the
amount for which Bowman would
inevitably have been in default
if his bet of £900 on Yulcarley in
the Welter Handicap at Canter-
{Jury on ihe 9th February had
ost?

Did an accountant of the T.AB.
vizit Bowman a$ his home in con-
nection with the abovementioned
wager of £900 and receive a cheque
in purported cover for the wager?

Who was supposed to be person-
ally lending the money to Bow-
man in connection with this
transaction?

Was the cheque ever presented for
payment?

If not, what happened to it?

Is he aware that Bowman’s credit
bets continued to be accepted by
the T.AB. after he had been
charged in the court and up to
the time that he was imprisoned
despite the fact that his wife had

informed the board through an
agent that he had no money and
his cheques were valueless?

Minister's Attitude to Qbservance

(10

Mr.

¢))]
2)
3
(4)

(5)
)
M
(8}

9

(10

of Law

What does he propose to do to
ensure that the conduct of the
T.AB. in regard to credit betting
conforms to the undertaking given
to Parliament when the Bill was
being discussed, viz., that “credit
betting off-course in totalisator
regions will no longer he legal,
and bets will be possible only in
cash or against cash deposits or
winnings held by the T AB."?

CRAIG replied:

Yes.

No.

By reason of false pretences.

I do not know; but the agent
claims that he did.

No.

Nobody.

No.

It was returned to the backer at
the request of the chairman.
No; but I understand that on the
30th March, 1963, the agent
cashed two cheques for £35 and
£40, respectively, for the backer
and that both cheques were dis-
honoured.

As the level of true credit betting
has dropped by some 70 per cent.
sinee the T.AB. has taken over
and further restrictions could lead
to an increase in the worst form
of betting—that is, unrestricted
telephone betting with illegal
bookmakers—I do not propose to
do anything further.

BETTING REGULATION

T.A.B. Appeal to High Court

23. Mr.

TONEKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

If as he implies in his statements
about the decision of the Fuli High
Court on the application of the
T.A.B. for special leave to appeal.
against the decision of Mr, Justice
Virtue (which was upheld by the
State Full Court) that the deci-
sion that regulation 36 (1) (a)
and (b) was ultra vires is of no
consequence or effect, will he ex-
plain why the T.AB. sought
special leave to appeal against
the decision?

. CRAIG replied:

The T.A.B, sought leave to appesl
because—

(a) It desired to aveid any pos-
sibility of claims from parties
who considered themselves to
be apgrieved.
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(b) It desired to render abortive
any further attempts made by
those persons dedicated to the
obstruction of the T.AB.
system.

In the event of it returning to
the conduct of totalisator
pools on Eastern States rac-
ing, it desired to conduct pools
that would be more palatable
to backers hut more unpalat-
able to those dedicated fc
obstruct, than the somewhat
restricted orthodox totalisa-
tor pools.

The board considers that it
was both morally and legally
entitled to conduct the pools
in the manner covered by the
regulations subsequently set
aside by the court.

{c)

d)

APPRENTICE CARPENTERS
Trainees, Completed Apprenticeships,

and New Regisirations

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Labour:

14 )

&)

)
)

How many youths were under-
going training as apprentice car-
penters during the year ended the
30th June last?

How mahy apprentice carpenters
completed their apprenticeship
and how many new apprentices
to carpentry were registered dur-
ing the year?

. WILD replied:

500.
(a) 74.
(by 134.

CENTRAL ROAD TRUST FUND
Credit Bolance and Additional

Mr.

Commonwealth Assistance

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:

1)

(2)

Mr.

(1)

(2)

At the 30th June last, what was
the amount of the balance to the
credit of the Central Road Trust
Fund?

What was the amount of the addi-
tional assistance received in re-
spect of the last financial year
under section 6 of the Common-
wealth Act No, 39 of 19597

WILD replied:

£2,755,088. The whole of this
money has since been paid out to
local authorities and to the Main
Roads Department.

In the year 1962-63 a matching
erant of £1,405,521 was received
under section 6 of the Common-
wealth Aid Roads Act No. 39 of
1959.

t31 39—170

26. Mr.

the
(S

2)

(3]

4)

1)
(2)

39

IRON ORE AT PILBARA
Magnitude of Deposil

TONKIN asked the Minister for
North-West:
Did he see in The West Australion
of the 12th July, in an article by
Don Smith, under the heading,
“Moves on Vast Pilbara Iron Ore
Fields,” the following state-
ment:—
“‘One project alone would call
for an expenditwe as high as
£30,000,000. Its magnitude is
such that already there is specu-
lation that it could provide the
nucleus of a second steel indus-
try in W.A. jn little more than a
generation,’”?

Negoliations for Development

Does he believe that the project
referred to is the one which was
contained in the proposal which
Mr. Duncan, world chief of Rio
Tinto, placed before the Premier
in writing over a year ago and in
connection with which it was re-
ported in The West Ausiralian of
the 11th May, this year, that
negotiations which were expected
to continue in Perth for several
weeks were currently in progress
“hetween Conzinc-Riotinto of Aus-
tralia Ltd. and Industrial Develap-
ment Minister Court and Mines
Minister Griffith”?

Was the belief expressed by The
West Australian reasonably accur-
ate that a key aspect of the nego-
tiations was the extent to which
C.R.A. was prepared eventually to
process iron ore in W.A.?

Are the negotiations still proceed-
ing?

. COURT replied:

Yes.

The honourable member is not
entitled to assume that the refer-
ences in the Press of the 11th May
and the 12th July are to earlier
discussions between the Govern-
ment and Mr. Duncan.

The facts are that temporary re-
serves for iron ore were originally
granted in the names of Hancock
Prospecting Pty. Ltd.; Wright
Prospecting Pty. Ltd.; and Ric
Tinto Southern Pty. Lid., at =
time when a number of ather com-
panies were given temporary re-
serves. Transfers of the reserves
from the three companies men-
tioned to Hamersley Iron Pty. Lid,
were registered on the 28th De-
cember, 1962. At the appropriate
time negotiations were opened up
for the agreement which has now
been signed.
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Yes.

An agreement was signed on the
30th July, 1963, and will be the
subjectt of ratifying legislation
during this session.

POLICE FORCE
Enlargement
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:

a1

(2)

(3)

4)

Has the Commissioner for Police
within the Iast twelve months
made any request to him to en-
large the force under his com-
mand?

If o, in which branches of the
service were increases in the num-
ber of personnel recommended?
Have the requests which have
heen made been fully met by the
Government?

If not, what are the particulars

of the requests which were not
approved?

Promotion System: Effect on C.I.B.

(5)

1)
(2}

3
(4)
(5)

Efficiency
Is the system of promotion which

- operates in the Police Force con-

ducive to the maintenance of full
efficiency in the Criminal Investi-
gation Branch?

. CRAIG replied:

Yes.

Of the 25 appointed on the 2nd
July, 1962, 15 were allocated to
the Traffic Branch, three to the
CIB. and seven to general uni-
form duties.

A further 20 have been approved
for engagement this financial year
and are now being recruited. Of
these 10 will go to the Traffic
Branch (six road pairol, two
examiners and two on general
traffic work); two to the C.1.B. for
the eastern patrol, and eight to
general uniform duties.

Yes.

Answered by No. (3).
Yes.

APPLECROSS SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Provision of Adequate Sports Grounds

28. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Education:

1)

Did the Applecross Senior High
School Parents and Citizens' As-
sociation represent a case to him
during last year for additional
land so that adequate ground
space would be available to cater
for all of the sporting require-
ments of the large student body?

2y

(3)

(4)

(5}

Mr.

1)
(2)

3

(4)

(5)

Did he, during the course of a
visit to the school in August last
year, agree that the school area
available was far short of what is
needed and give a verbal promise
that an additional eizht acres
would be procured?

If so, did he in a recent letter
to the association withdraw the
promise and fail to offer any ad-
vice or assistance as to how the
additional land may be procured
before residential development
takes up the vacant ground that
now surrounds the school on two
sides?

Is it not a faet that the schoo!
ground area is at least six acres
below the standard minimum re-
quirement which the Education
Department has accepted for
senior high school sites?

What doecs he propose fo do in
all the circumstances to meet the
situation now existing?

LEWIS replied:
Yes.

No. The statement was made
that investigation would be made
toe see whether it would be pos-
sible to acquire an area of land
adjoining the school site.

The Parents & Citizens’' Asso-
ciation was advised that the
School Sites Commitiee investi-
gated the proposal to acquire
cight acres of additional land but
in view of the high cost recom-
mended that the area be not
acquired. This recommendation
was approved.

The Applecross High School siie
is almost 20 acres. Prior to two
years aco the policy of the depart-
ment was to acquire high school
sites of 20 acres where possible.
Since then sites of 25 acres have
been souzht. Applecross site was
acquired under the earlier stan-
dards.

No further action is proposed.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
Responsibility for Fluoride Dental Carizs

29. Mr.

Hypothests
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Health:

1)

(2)

Who is acknowledged as belng
primarily responsible in the world
for the fluoride dental caries
hypothesis?

Opponents
Is it a faet that the advisability
of the fluoridation of water sup-
plies is a question still undecidec
by some of the world's highes
authorities?
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Do some of these authorities even
consider fluoridation to be dan-
gerous?

Is he aware .that included in those
who gre in opposition to the
fluoridation of water supplies are
Sir Stanton Hicks, former Pro-
fessor of Human Physiology and
Pharmacology, Adelaide Univer-
sity, and Director of Nutrition of
the Australian Armed Forees,
World War II, and Sir Mark Oli-
phant, renowned scientist?

Results

Does he agree with the statement
made by Sir Stanton Hicks in the
Medical Journal of Australia, the
11th November, 1861, that “ap-
proximately 5 per cent, of children
will inevitably disclose varying
degrees of denval fluorosis which
is a brown mottling disfigurement
of the teeth”?

Is he aware that Mr. Frank
Broomfield, Associate (and Map-
pin  Medallist> in Engineering
of Sheffield University, 1900;
AMICE. from 1907 to 1953; re-
tired civil engineer, Dunedin;
author of "Submissions on Health
and Wealth,” after a critical
analysis of the results of fluorida-
tion at Hastings, New Zealand,
concluded that, “Fuoridation has
not reduced tooth decay. The
children are getting just as much
decay, but they are getting it
about a year later”?

Does he dispute such a conclu-
sion and if so, upon what
grounds?

Is it not a fact that the tide is
running strongly against fluorida-
tion in the TUnited States of
America today?

Has he read any of the reports of
the conferences held in New York
and sponsored by the Medical
Dental Committee on Evaluation
of Fluoridation?

Will he comment on the follow-
ing conclusion, which was reached
at the third conference in 1959:
“There can be no true scientific
evaluation of the role of fluoride
in the human hody until investi-
gations are conducted freely and
with full discussion, unhampered
by pressure from arbitrary public
health polieies"?

Has he made any inauiries con-
cerning those places where fluori-
dation has heen discontinued?

Is it a fact that Scotland’'s only
fluoridation experiment which was
at Kilmarnock was discontinued
in October. 1962, after running for
five years?-

(13}

My,

)

2)

(3

(4)

New Zealand Atltitude

Is it not a fact that the people of
New Zealand have always voted
""No" to fluoridation proposals and
that the Hastings water supply
was fluoridated without the con-
sent of the people being obtained?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

It is impossible to attribute the
credit for establishing the rela-
tionship between drinking water
centaining flueride and resistance
to dental caries to any one indi-
vidual. This should be atiribuied
collectively to officers of the
United States Public Health Ser-
vice.

The advisability of the fiuorida-
tion of water supplies may well he
undecided by one authority or an-
other. The same position has been
held in the past in regard to other
health measures such as chlorina-
tion, pasteurisation, and vaccina-
tion. There is, however, no inde-
cisicn on the part of the Expert
Comimittee on Water Fluoridation
of the World Health Organisation;
the National Health and Medieal
Research Council of Australia; the
British Medical Research Council;
and other pre-eminent authorities
whose reliability has been estab-
lished over many testing years.
No reputable authority that I am
aware considers the controlled
fluoridation of water supplies to
be dangerous.
ta) The view of Sir Stantcn Hicks
is clear from the fellowing ex-
tracts of a letter written by
him in the Medieal Journal of
Australia  (11th November,
1961, page 809):—
... may I, as an often mis-
quoted opponent of the
flucridation of public water
supplies, express my opinion
...Iam not.. . and never
have been, opposed to the
use of fluoride either in-
ternally or externally for
dental purposes. I am,
however, opposed on prin-
ciple tc the deliberate addi-
tion of any substance what-
ever to a public water
supply with the avowed in-
tention of influencing any
physiological function of
the human bhody.

(b) The reference to Sir Mark
Oliphant presumably relates
to his Ross Memorial Lecture
delivered at Winthrop Hall on
the 2T7th November, 1062,
when he said:—

. . . the controversy over
filuoride in drinking water
is not wholly unreasonable.
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At the time, Sir Mark was
drawing attention to the need
for careful studies before
the introduction of such a
measure. These studies have
been conducted to the satis-
facticn of the health authori-
ties mentioned in No. (2).

The statement by the same author
in the same letter alluded to by
the honourable member in this
guestion should be interpreted in
the light of No. (4) (a).

The latest report about the Hast-
ings project, after six years of
fluoridation, (New Zealand Dental
Journel, January, 1962, page 22;
T. G. Ludwig, Dental Research
Unit, New Zealand Medical Re-
search Council) discloses that
tooth decay in children was
dramatically reduced. The six-
year-old children (who had had
the advantages of fluoridation
since birth) showed a 74 per cent.
reduction in dental caries. The
seven-year olds (who had not had
life-long protection) showed a 59
per cent. reduction; while the
eight-year-olds (who had had
even less protection) still had a 46
per cent. reduction.

It would seem from the answer to
the last question that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has mis-
understood the position.

I am not aware of any such tide.
A recent report discloses that
51,000,000 people in over 2,000
communities in North America are

though we defend whole-
heartedly the council’s liberty
to do what it thinks best, we
are convinced that here it has
made a mistake. The arguments
presented against fluoridation at
the council’'s meeting make de-
pressing reading; and it is clear
that the local anti-fluoridation
committee, which conducted a
vigorous newspaper campaign,
have made it so hard for the
council to see the basic facts
that they have gone against the
advice of their medical officer
of health, against the wishes of
32 out of 34 local doctors (one
was on holiday), and against
the opinion of the Health De-
partment advisers. We hope
this decision will not hold
up plans for extending the bene-
fits of fluoridation to other paris
of the community that are pre-
pared to accept them.

(13) This may be so. And no doubt the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition
is also aware of the reported de-
cision of the Sydney Water Board
and the Premier of Scuth Aus-
tralia. But if this House accepts
flupridation it will not have been
the first time that Western Aus-
tralia has taken the lead in an
important health measure.

AMALGAMATED COLLIERIES

Coalmining Leases

drinking fluoridated water, and
the numbeyr is increasing.
(The Journal of the Americen
Water Warks Association, 1963,
Volume 55, page 571.)
(9) Yes.

{(10) The advantages of fluoridated
water supplies in reducing the pre-
valence of dental disease among
children have been established
to the satisfaction of those best
qualified to express an opinion on
this matter.

(11} The discontinuance of fluoridation
in any lacality is not necessarily
related to its scientific advantages,
hut to emotional, political, and
other factors. Indeed some
American communities which dis-
continued fluoridation have rein-
stituted it.

(12) Yes. The following extract from
the Lancet, October 27, 1962, page

870, is particularly illuminating—

On Oec¢t. 10 the town council

of Kilmamrock decided by 14

votes to 6 to end the town’s par-
ticipation in the fluoridation
programme begun five years ago.

30. Mr. H. MAY asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will he indicate which af the fol-
lowing coalmining leases held by
Amalgamated Collieries of WA,
Ltd. have been granted, or renewed
since the ist January, 1961-—

Lease 324: Ewington No. 1;
Lease 325: Ewington No. 2.
Lease 326; Ewington No. 3.
Lease 327: Ewington No. 4;
Lease 328: Stockton No. 1;
Lease 329: Stockton No. 2.
Lease 337: Wallsend;

Lease 374: Bunbury,;

Lease 375: Premantle;
Lease 376: Geraldton;
Lease 378: Derby;

Lease 379: Broome;

Lease 381: North Co-operative;
Lease 382: North Moira;
Lease 387: Sandy;

Lease 388: Stony;

Lease 447: Grey;

Lease 510: Fourone?
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(2) How many of these leases still have
building and machinery remaining
and waiting for removal?

(3) What labour force is being main-
tained in order to comply with the
conditions as laid down in the
Act?

{4) For what reason, if any, was the
granting or renewing of leases
made in view of the fact that
Amalgamated Collieries of W.A.
Ltd. are not now operating in the
coal mining industry at Collie?

Mr. BOVELL replied:

(1) Leases 374, 375, 376, 378 and 379
were renewed on the 7th March,
1963.

(2) All of the above have company
assets located on them.

(3} Leases are under a special license
in force until the 24th August,
1963, exempting them from labour.

(4) The holder under section 53 of the
Mining Act had the right of re-
newal for a further 21 years.

HALE SCHOOL

Subdivision of Land: Tabling of Papers

a

o
34‘.

. Mr, GRAHAM asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Town
Planning:

Will he lay on the Table of the
House all papers relating te the
subdivision of land by the Hale
School authorities in the Wembley
Downs area?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Yes, for one week.

The papers were tabled.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER

Quantities of Fluoride Added to and
Present in Public Water Supplies
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1} Has flyoride been added to any
public water supplies in this
State?

(2) If so, which water supplies, and
what quantities have been added?

(3) Is there fluoride naturally present
in any public water supplies?

(4) If so, in which supplies, and what
is the proportion in each instance?
Mr. WILD replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Yes.
(4) (a) Metropolitan Area—
In winter less than 0.1 p.p.m.

In summer & maximum of
0.2 ppm.

(b) Country Towns—

In the following fowns the
water supply confains 0.1
p.p.m. of fluoride or more:—

P.p.mM.

—
o

Augusta
Boddington .
Boyup Brook ...
Broome
Bunbury
Busselion
Carnamah
Carnarvon
Cue
Derhy ...
Esperance
Geraldton
Harvey
Lake Grace
Leonora,
Marble Bar
Margaret River
Meekatharra ...
Mingenew
Mt. Barker
Mt. Maegnet
Northampton ...
Pemberton
Pinjarra
Port Hedland ....
Raebourne
Salmon Gums ...
Sandstone
Waroona
Wiluna
Wittenoom
Gorge
Yarloop

Towns supplied from Mun-
daring Weir—0.1 p.p.m.
Towns supplied from Welling-
ton Dam—0.1 p.p.m.
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" TEGGS CHANNEEL AT CARNARVON

Provision of Lead Lights

33. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has he given any consideration to

the request I made by letter on the
1st June, that markers and lead
lishts be placed along Tegas
Channel at Carnarvon, so that
fishing boats would be able to get
into the only safe anchorage
either by day or night; if so0, will
he advise the House of his
decision?

Provision of Fishing Jetty and
Access Road

(2) Has he given any consideration to

the Carnarvon Council’s request
that a fishing jetty be built from
West Point to Teggs Channel
together with an access road for
the use of fishermen and the de-
velopment of the fishing industry?
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Mr. WILD replied:

(1) and (2) The manager of the Har-
bour and Light Department is in
Carnarvon today and on his return,
and following the receipt of his
report, consideration will be given
to these matters,

CARNARVON SCHOOL
Enrolment Figures

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

What ‘were the final enrolment
figures for the Carnarvon State
School, or the Carnarvon Junior
Hizgh School, whichever it may
have been, for the years—

1953;

1954;

1955;

1966;

1957;

1958;

1959;

1960;

1951;

1962;

1963 to June?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

1953—256;
1954—274;
1955270,
1956—313;
1957—341,;
1958—380;
1959—391;
1960—395;
1961—428;
1962--514;

1963—July figure—610.

STATE HOUSES
Rerpeirs and Renovations

35A. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Housing:

(1) What portion of the rent paid by
tenants of State houses is allocated
for repairs and renovations?

(2) How is this amount calculated?

(3} What is the Housing Commission’s
policy in respect to—

(a) exterior painting:
(b) interior painting?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) One per cent. per annum of capi-
tal cost of the dwelling.

{(2) In accordance with the Cammon-
wealth and State Housing Agree-
ment, 1945,

{(3) () Within the main{enance funds
available which allows gener-
ally for a 6 to 7 year cycle for
exterior painting.

{b) As interiors of vacated houses
are put in a reasonable con-
dition before reletting, interior

repainting of tenanted homes
is not on a fixed cycle. Intericr
maintenance is done on the
basis of protection of the
asset.

GAMBLE, ANT» SANDWELL AND WOOD

HOUSES
Cost of Erection in Carnarvoen

35B. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Housing:
(1} What was the cost of building the
following houses at Carnarvon—
(a) the Gamble houses in Douglas
Street:
(h) the Sandwell and Wood houses

in Carey and Crossland
Streets?

Maintenance and Repairs

(2) How many houses were built by —
(a) Gamble:

(b) Sandwell and Wood?

(3) What was the date of their erec-
tion?

(4) How much has been spent on
maintenance and repairs (other
than cyclone and tenant damiage)
on—

(a) Sandwell and Wood houses;
and

(h) Gamble houses
were built?

since they

Rentals

(5) What was the original rental oi
each type of house and what is it
at the present time?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) (a) Gamble houses—

4 in 1950, average £2,262.
3 in 1952, average £3,169.
(h) Sandwell and Wood houses—
6 in 1951, average £2,437.
6 in 1932, average £2,661.
(2) (a) 8. ’
(h) 12,

{3} 4 houses completed August, 1949.
6 houses completed July, 1951.

8 houses completed January, 1952.
4 houses completed March, 1952.
1 house combpleted May, 1952,

(4) Commission records of mainten-
ance expenditure do not cover
individual or groups of houses.
The Stale-wide average annual
expenditure for 1962-63 was—

Minor repairs and renovation,
£8.2 per house.

Periodic repainting and reno-
vations, £99 per house.
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It is to be appreciated mainten-
ance costs for houses north of the
26th parallel are higher than the
State-wide averages.

(5) (a) Gamble houses—

3 houses erected 1950—

original weekly renf,
£2 16s. each.

1 house erected 1950—
original weekly rent,
£2 15s,

3 houses erected 1952—
original weekly rent,
£3 13s. each.

Present rents on the Gamble
houses erected in 1950 range
from £2 15s. 6d. to £3 12s.
and 1952 houses from £3 1lis.
to £3 13s.
Sandwell and Wood houses—
6 houses erected in 1951
—original weekly rent
£2 17s.
5 houses erected in 1952
—original weekly rent

(b)

£3 8s,

1 house erected in 1952—
original weekly rent
£3 13s.

Present rents on  houses
erected in 1951 range from

£2 19s. to £4 4s. 6d. and on
the 1952 houses from £3 7s.
to £3 10s. per week.

HOUSES FOR COLOURED FPEOPLE

Provigion in Carnarvon

36. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Native Welifare:

In August, 1960, the Minister for
the North-West (sec Hansard,
page 488, 1980) said that houses
would hbe erected in Carnarvon
for coloured pecple by the end
of that year. As no houses have
been erected to date, will he advise
the House if it is intended to give
coloured people housing at Car-
narvon, and if so. when?

. LEWIS replied:

Arrangements are in hand to erect
four type V houses for rental in
Carnarvon from funds allocated
in 1962-63. An additional three
type V houses for purchase have
been included in the provisional
estimates for 1963-64 but the com-
pletion of this programme will
depend on availability of funds.

GASCOYNE RIVER CATCHMENT
Rehabilitation of Eroded Areds

37.

Myr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Are any steps being taken by the

Agrieultural Department to re-
habilitate the eroded areas in the
catchment of the Gascoyne River
and its tributaries?

38.

(2)

3

(4}

(5)

(09

4)

(5)

45

If so, will he give full details of
such work?

If no work is being carried out,
when is it intended to start on
this important work?

Is it a fact that the rehabilitation
of these eroded areas will be far
more difficult, and take longer
than the eroded alsas on the Ord
River?

Has he been advised that due to
crosion on the Gascoyne River
catchment, some of the smaller
tributaries are increasing in salin-
ity?

. NALDER replied:

to (3) A suitable rehabilitation
programme for the eroded areas
of the Gascoyne River and its
tributaries e¢annot be worked out
until a full survey of existing
conditions is completed and asses-
sed. These involve a review of
pastoral leasehold conditions, pos-
sible dam sites, soil survey of the
extent of irrizable soils in the
Gascoyne area, and an appraisal
of the economics of a suitable
rehabilitation programme. These
and other related investigations
are in progress.

The present investigations are in-
tended to determine such matters.
At this stage any statement as to
time required for a rehabilitation
programme would be premature.

No. However, systematic samp-
ling and analysis for salt content
of waters is being continued.

NATFIVE WELFARE DEFARTMENT
Transfer of Deparimental Officer

Mr,

NORTON asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

1)

(2}

(1)

i2)

Is it a fact that his department
transferred one of its officers, with
his wife and family, by boat to
Derby or Port Hedland, and on
their arrival advised them to re-
turn to Perth as they had been
transferred to another district?

If s0, what was the cost to the
department for their fares, the
freight on their furniture and
effects as well as the wages which
were paid during the time taken
to adjust the transfer?

. LEWIS replied:

Yes. The change in plan was
necessitated by the unexpected
resignation of another officer.

Fares—£115 10s.

Freight—£78 lds, 10d.
Salary—£70 11s,
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PORT HEDLAND AND CARNARVON

SCHOOLS

Prowision of Boundary Fence

39. Mr.

NORTON asked the Minister for

Education:

(1)

(2)

Mr.
(88

(2)

Is it a fact that his department
provided a boundary fence for the
new school at Port Hedland?

If s0, is there any reason why
the Carnarveon school should be
treated any differently from that
at Port Hedland, and if there is,
will he give his full reasons why?

LEWIS replied:

The sum of £300 was contributed
by the department towards the
cost of madterials, the balance of
the cost and erection of the fence
being undertaken by the local
authority to the satisfaction of
the Public Works Department.

There is np traffic hazard to
children af Carnmarvon and no
straying stock and therefore as
the policy is that school fencing
generally is not necessary no fence
has been approved for Carnarvon.

METROPOLITAN POLICE FORCE
Composition, and Increase in Number

40, Mr.,

of Offences
CROMMELIN asked the Minister

for Police:

n

(3>

(4)

(3)

(8)

Mr.
(1)

What was the total number of the
Police Force in the metropolitan
area at the 30th June, 1962, 19637

At each of these periods how was
the Police Foree composed as to
traffic police, office staff (male or
female employed mostly on rou-
tine office work), general police
and Criminzl Investigation
Branch in the metropolitan area?

At hoth of these periods, what
was the number of police per head
of population in the metropolitan
area?

Did the general incidence of of-
fences against the law and com-
mitting of crimes increase in the
period to the 30th June, 1962, as
compared to the previous 12
months?

If so, was the increase in a greater
proportion to the increase in
population?

Was there a further increase in
the general number of crimes
committed in the period of 12
months ended the 30th June, 1963.
as compared fo the previous 12
months?

CRAIG replied:
As at June, 1962
As at June, 1963

779
796

41.

2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Traffic Office General C.I1B.
Police Stafi  Police

1862 158 46 494 81

1963 181 46 486 83

Does not include Public Service
Staff.

1962 ... 1 to 585.1

1963 ... 1 to 589.4 (as at the 3lst

March, 1963}
Crime statistics are tabulated as

at the 31st December in each
year.
Yes. 16,767 major and serious

offences were reported to the Pol-
ice in the year ended December,
1961, and 17,356 in the year ended
Decembey, 1962.

Yes. From 22.35 per each thou-
sand of population in 1961 to
22.688 in 1962,

In the first six months of this
yvear there were 9,845 major and
serious offences reported, indicat-
ing that the upward trend con-
tinues.

Availability of Police Cars, and

Mr., CROMMELIN asked the Minister

for Police:

(1) How many police cars were avail-
able for urgent calls at night at
the 30th June, 1961, 1962, 19637

(2) How many police are provided in
the metropolitan area for night
beat duty apart from these patrol
cars?

(3) Of this number how many would .
be located in—

(a) City of Perth;

(b) City of Fremantle;
{c) City of Nedlands;
(d) Town of Claremont:
(e Town of Cottesloe?

(4) In the City of Perth would any
police be actually patrolling the
streets on foot; if so, how many?

(5) In the suburbs mentioned in No.
(3) are the police provided with
transport for night patrol work?

Mr. CRAIG replied:

(1> 1961, 39; 1962, 41; 1963, 45.

(2) Perth: 1961, 25; 1962, 23; 1963, 27.

(3) (a) City of Perth: 1961, 22; 1962,

Distribution of Force

20: 1963, 24 (11 pm. to 7
am.).

(b) City of Fremantle: 1961, 12;
1962, 12; 1963, 12 (11 p.m.
to 7 am.).

City of Nedlands: 1961, 1; 1962, 1;
1963, 1 (Weekly to I1 pam.;
Friday to 2 am.).
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(d) Town of Claremont: 1961, 2;

1962, 2; 1963, 2 (To 2 a.m.
weekly).
(e} Town of Cottesloe: 1961, 2;

1962, 2; 1963, 2 (To 2 a.m.
weekly; summertime to 3
a.m.).

City of Perth: 1961, 5.40; 1962,

4.25; 1963, 3.20 (5 men in C.ILB.
patrol).

Yes, at all three stations.

SCARBORCUGH

CLAREMONT, AND VICTORIA PARK

42, Mr,
for

(1)

(2)

3)

Gun Licensing

CROMMELIN asked the Minister
Paolice:

At each of the police stations at—
(a) Scarborough,

(b) Claremont;

(c) Victoria Park,

how many holders were there of
gun - licenses renewed at each
station for the vears ended June,
1962, and 19637

Approximately how many license
hotders have to be followed up by
the police to renew their licenses
at each of the stations?

Factory Returns

How many factory returns have to
be delivered and recovered by the
police at each of the stations for
each of the same years?

Traffic Accidents and Summonses

(4)

(3

()]
N

(8)

(9

am

How many traffic accident reports
were taken over the counter at
each of the stations for the years
ended the 30th June, 1962, and
196372

How many summonses were served
by palice from each of the stations
for the years ended the 30th June,
1962, and 1963°?

Were the majority of these sum-
monses concerned with traffic?

As a result of traffic incidents how
many drivers’ licenses were re-
quired to be produced at each of
the three stations for the years
ended the 30th June, 1962, and
19637

Wireless Messages

How many police wireless mes-
sages were received at each of the
three stations for each of the years
ended the 30th June, 1962 and
1963%

Do all police wireless messages re-
ceived have to be written down?

Staff

What was the number of staff at
each of the three police stations
at the 30th June, 1962, and 1963?

(=

1.
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Mr, CRAIG replied:
Searburough Claremaont Victoria Park
1902 1063 1962 63 1062 1063
1,257 994 1,067 1,108 3,102 2811
15% 1a% 15% 15% 174% 153%
15 ] 8¢ a3 320 334
ThH3 347 D03 1,003 03 220
1,920 1,219 .20 1.507 4,083 3,315
Yes Yes Yes Yus Yes Yes
494 602 a12 534 595 024
o.226 2,629 2,241 2.706 2,240 2,706
Yus b Yes Yes Yes Yos
4 4 G 6 3

16 15
{3 Sat., (3 Sor,,
|H3 1k

l','un.s-t..) lZonZl )

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
COUNTRY FIRE BRIGADE PREMISES

Painting by Local Contractors

Mr.

()

2)

(1)

)

HALL asked the Chief Secretary:

As it is the intention of the Fire
Brigades Board to have the paint-
ing of counfry fire stations carried
out by Perth contractors under an
over-all programme, does that
represent the policy of the Liberal-
Country Party Government in
regard to decentralisation?

Does he not consider it to be a
slur on country tradesmen, many
of whom are volunteer firemen
serving on country fire brigades?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The Fire Brigades Board deter-
mined that one contractor should
do the work at all the fire brigade
stations in the various parts of the
country because of the economies
invelved. As a matter of fact, this
Government has attended very
closely to the needs of decen-
tralisation in many respects, not
only in regard to fire brigades but
also in many other matters. Also,
as regards Albany, in recent times
a considerable sum of money was
allocated to an Albany contractor
—a painter if I remember rightly
—to do painting renovations.

No.

FLUOQRIDATION OF WATER
Minister's Qpinion ¢f Experts

Mr,

HAWKE asked the Minister for

Health:

1§}

2)

Are the following experts known

to him? .

If s0, are they favourably known

to him?
Professor Anton Gordonoff
(Professor of Toxicology and
Pharmacology at the Univer-
sity of Berne, Switzerland).
Professor Andrea Benagiano
(Dean and Director of the
Dental School of Medicine
and Surgery of the University
of Rome),
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Professor Sergio Fiorentini
(Professor of Dentistry in the
University of Rome, and Prin-
cipal of the Department of
Operative Dentistry in the
George Eastman Higher In-
stitute of Dentistry),
Dy. Fauzi Rozeik (Associate
Professor of Dentistry in the
Medical Faculty of Mainz
University, Germany; Chief
Physician in the Dental In-
stitute of Mainz, and in
charge of Research in the
Research Institute since 1957,
Member of the German Den-
tal Association).
Professor Douw G. Steyn
{Professor of Pharmacology
and Toxicology in the Uni-
versity of Pretoria, South
Africa).
Dr. MacDonald Sinclair, M.A.,
D.M., B.8c., MRC.P. (Fellow
of Magdalen College, Oxford;
Fellow of Royal Chemical So-
ciety; Director of the Oxford
University Laboratory on Hu-
man Nutrition).
Dr. George L. Waldbott of
Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A.
(Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Physicians; Co-
Founder and Past President
of the Michigan Allergy So-
ciety).

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) I would like to thank the

honourable member for giving me

notice of this question.

H. May: I bet you do!

ROSS HUTCHINSON: Before giv-
ing the honcurable member the
written reply to the question I
would like to say that I am not
prepared to go to the extent of
listing those doctors, scientists,
and the like, who are in favour of
fluoridation as that would take
too many sheets of paper. The
written teply to the honourable
member’s question is as follows:—

The professors and doctors
referred to in the question are
those alleged by J. E. Harc_lmg
of the Anti Water Fluorida-
tion Council of Australia and
New Zealand to have given
evidence during May of this
year in the High Court of
Dublin in the case of Ryan v.
the Republic.
In explanation of that I might
say that the Republic of Eire has
passed legislation dealing with the
fluoridation of water.

. Qldfield: That doesn’t make it

right.

Mr,

ROSS HUTCHINSON: Mis. Ryan
is testing the validity of the legis-
lation and the case is still being
heard. The written reply con-
tinues—

The two names best known to
me are those of Professor
Steyn, whose investigations
on the relationship between
fluorine and goitre have been
discounted by the British
Medical Research Council;
and Dr. Waldbott, whose
views on the prelationship be-
tween fluorine and allergy are
not shared by an overwhelm-
ing majority of specialists in
that field. Extreme doubt has
been cast on the wvalidity of
Dr. Waldbott’s statistics. X
think T should add that I am
influenced in my support of
fluoridation more by the com-
mittees of investigation estab-
lished by the World Health
Organisation, the  British
Medical Couneil, and the
National Health and Medical
Research Council of Australia,
than by unsubstantiated re-
ports of little-known so-called
“experts’.

DEEP-WATER JETTY AT BROOME

Constructional Works:

3. Mr.

Commencement
RHATIGAN asked the Deputy

Premier:

Mr.

On Thursday last, Opening Day, I
gave the Deputy Premier notice of
a2 question, but, unfortunately, I
did not get an opportunity of ask-
ing it. The question is: What is
the proposed date for the con-
structional work to commence on
the deep-water jetty at Broome?

NALDER replied:

. No decision has yet been made.

MIDLAND RAILWAY COMPANY'’S

4, Mr.

LINE
Purchase by Government
J. HEGNEY asked the Minister

for Railways:

n

(2)

Mr.
3%

Are neeotiations continuing for
the purchase by the State of the
Midland Raflway Company?

When is a firm decision on this
proposal likely to be made?

COURT replied:

and (2) Negotiations are con-
tinuing in connection with the re-
quest by the company that its
railway be purchased by the Gov-
ernment. I cannot be specific as
to when finality will be reached.
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but I anticipate that a deeision
one way or the other will be made
in the near future.

JOHN STREET BRIDGE, FREMANTLE

3.

6.

Tenders: Tabling of File

Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for

Railways:
Will he lay on the Table of the
House the file dealing with the
calling of tenders for the John
Street bridge, Fremantle? 1 ask
this gquestion because the third
lowest tender was accepted and a
reputable contraecting firm in
Perth, whose tender was some
£5,000 lower than the tender
finally accepted, is very concerned
ahout the matter.

Mr. COURT replied:
So far as the actual tabling of the
papers is concerned, I would re-
quest that the honourable mem-
ber place the question on the
notice paper. However, if he
would care to see the file pri-
vately, he can do so immedintely.

ONSLOW SITUATION

Report of Committee: Availability of
Parts IV ond V

Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister

for the Norith-West:
This question ¢ongerns a report
on the Omnslow situation, 1963.
The Minister made available to
me, and no doubt to other people
and organisations, the report of
a committee which examined ihe
position. This report is in five
parts—namely from Part I to
Part V—bhut the report which was
handed out covers Parts I, IT, and
III only. Will the Minister lay
upon the Table of the House Parts
IV and V of that report?

Mr. COURT replied:
I just cannot recall offhand the
number of parts in the report.
Mr. Bickerton: The important ones
are missing.

Mr. COURT: I do not think I wouild
be able to say “Yes” or ''No,”
richt off the cuff, but I will look
into the matter. It may be a
aquestion of a typegraphical error
in the report.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES

Appointment
THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I wish

to announce that I have appointed the
member for Claremont (Mr. Crommelin),

the member for Narrogin (Mr. W. A. Man-
ning), and the member for Perth (Mr.
Heal) to be Deputy Chairmen of Com-
mittees for the session.

SITTING DAYXS AND HOURS

On motion by Mr. Nalder (Katanning—
Deputy Premier), ordered:

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days at 4.30 p.m., and on Thursdays
at 2.15 p.m.; and shall sit until 6.15
p.m., if necessary; and, if requisite,
from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Precedence

On motion by Mr. Nalder (Katanning—
Deputy Premier), ordered:

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all motions and Orders of
the Day.

COMMITTELS FOR THE SESSION
Appointment

On mation by Mr. Nalder (Katanning—
Deputy Premier), ordered:

That for the present session—

{1} the Library Committee shall
consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr,
Tonkin, and Mr. Crommelin;

(2) the Standing Orders Commit-
tee shall consist of Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman g7
Committees, Mr. J. Hegney,
Mr. Cornell, and Mr. Guthrie;

(3) the House Committee shall
consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr.
H. May, Mr. Jamieson, Mr.
I. W. Manning, and Mr. W. A,
Manning;

(4) the Printing Committee shall
consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Guthrie, and Mr, Rowberry.

SUPPLY BILL, £25,000,000

Standing Orders Suspension

MR. NALDER (Katanninz—Deputy Pyrz-
mier) [5.44 pm.7: I move—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable resolutions from the Com-
mitiees of Supply and of Ways and
Means to be reported and adopted on
the same day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the
passing of a Supply Bill through all
its stages in one day, and to enable
the business aforesaid to be entered
upon and dealt with bhefore the Ad-
dress-in-Reply is adopted.

Question put and passed.
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Message: Appropriation

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator received and read re-
commending appropriation for the purposes
of the Bill.

In Committee of Supply

The House resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of Supply, the Chairman of Com-
mittees (Mr. I. W. Manning} in the Chair.

ME. NALDER (Katanning—Deputy
Premier) [5.47 p.m.}: I move—

That there be granted to Her
Majesty on account of the services of
the State for the year ending the 30th
June, 1964, a sum not exceeding
£25,000,000.

Early in each session a Supply Bill is
passed to provide funds for the services
of the State. This action is in accord-
ance with our parliamentary practice, and
is necessary pending the introduction of
the Estimates to Parliament for considera-
tion.

The Bill now hefore the Chamber re-
gquests the supply of £25,000,000, which is
identical with the amount made available
in the first Supply Act of each of the
two preceding years. ‘This amount of
£25,000,000 will finance activities until
September, when further supply will bhe
requested from Parliament. The com-
ponents of the amount now requested ave
as follows:—

£
Consolidated Revenue Fund 18,000,000
General Loan Fund .. 5,000,000
Advance to ‘Treasurer 2,000,000
£25,000,000

The detailed Estimates for 1963-64 for
hoth the Consclidated Revenue and
General Loan Punds are in the course of
preparation, and will be presented to the
House as early as possible. At that time
members will have an opportuniiy of per-
using the Estimates, and obtaining any
desired information from the Ministers
controlling the various departments.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and
adopted.

In Commitlee of Ways and Means

The House resolved itself into & Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, the Chairman
of Committees (Mr. I. W. Manning) in
the Chair.

the report

MR, NALDER (Katanning—Deputy
Premier) (549 p.m.]: I move—

That towards making good the sup-
ply eranted to Her Majesty for the
year ending the 30th June, 1864, a
sum not exceeding £18,000,000 be

granted from the Consolidated Re-
venue Fund; £5,000,000 from the
General Loan Fund; and £2,000,000
from the Public Account.

Qucestion put and passed.

Resolution reported and
adopted.

the report

Introduction and First Reading

In accordance with the foregoing resolu-
tions, Bill introduced, on meotion by Mr.
Nalder (Deputy Premier), and read a first
time.

Second Reading

ME. NALDER (Katanning—Deputy
Premier) (552 pm.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HAWKE (Northam—Leader of the
Opposition) [5.53 p.m.): As pointed out by
the Acting Treasurer, this Bill is one to
obtain parliamentary authority for the ex-
penditure by the Government of certain
moneys from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, from the General Loan Fund, and
also from the Public Account, The Bill is
the normal one introduced in each session
of a Parliament, and is both necessary and
urgent, because the Government has no
parliamentary authority, after the 30th
June in a financial year, for the expendi-
ture of funds from the sources mentioned.
Clearly the Government requires this par-
liamentary authorisation in order that it
might be within the powers of the Con-
stitution in the expenditure of the money
which is required from day to day in carry-
ing on the affairs of Government, includ-
ing, of course, the many departments of
the Government, and the many services
which those departments provide for the
people in these days, and without which,
as we all know, the affairs of the State
cannot be carried on in keeping with
present-day requirements.

The introduction of the Bill offers mem-
bers of the Assembly an opportunity to
discuss subjects which have relationship
to governmental administration, and to the
work of various Government departments;
and, all in all, to the purposes for which
the moneys now to he voted by Parliament
are to be used by the Government, and by
the authorities set up under the Govern-
ment.

I was interested to read the comments
of a Government spokesman recently re-
garding the financial resuits obtained by
the Government in the operations of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, and also the
expenditure therefrom, during the last fin-
ancial year. ‘The spokesman in question
took considerable credit unto the Govern-
ment for the fact that the deficit af the
end of the financial year was so0 much; and
he tried to give the public the impression
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that the result achieved had been achieved
as a result of the very good housekeeping
activities of the Government.

Anyone Wwho compares the financial
operations of a Government with the opera-
tions of a housekeeper is establishing a
basis of comparison which cannot be justi-
fied in any circumstances. Most of the
members of this Assembly are husbands,
and, therefore, they have some knowledge
of what the normal housekeeping activities
in a home enfail. As members of Farlia-
ment we are perhaps more fortunately
placed than the ordinary run of husbands,
because the ordinary run of husbands have
not the same average income that we have.
On the other hand, of course, they have
not the same amount of outgoings.

If, however, we give 2 moment’s consid-
eration to the position of the ordinary
family, where the total family income is,
say, £20 a week—to take a figure above the
ayverage—we can quickly appreciate that
the task of housekeeping within that home
is a difficult one: one which would strain
the best organising ability of both the hus-
band and the wife—and the wife, of course,
would be the housekeeper—to make the
financial accounts balance at the end of
each week or fortnight, especially in these
days of the high cost of s0 many things;
and more especially in view of the fact that
most fatnilies are under very rigid obliga-
tions to pay out instalments on household
appliances such as refrigerators, and the
like,

The great difference, and the difference
which desiroys any attempt to compare the
financial operations of the Government
with those of a housekeeper, is to be found
in the faet that the housekeeper cannot
increase the house income. The house-
keeper has a set income which does not
vary at all--at least not to any great ex-
tent. It could vary downwards if the hus-
band lost his employment or became sick,
or was injured, and was unable to continue
full time in his occupation,

S0, as I say, any attemplt to set up a
basis of comparison between the operations
of the Government in the control of its
finances, and the activities of a houskeeper
in the control of her financial operations,
is beyond any possibility of being justified
by logical argument, or anything related to
it. This Government has taken great ad-
vantage of its power to increase its income,
and consequently has made its financial
management of the affairs of the State a
comparatively easy task.

By way of comparison, let us have a
look at the difference between the total
income paid into the Consolidated Revenue
Fund in the financial year 1958-59 and
the financial year 1962-63. In the first-
mentioned year, the total amount received
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund was
£60,060,000. In the 1962-63 financial year
the totsl amount was £%8,590,000, which
represents an increase approximately of

£18,500,000, which, I think every member
of the Chamber would agree, is a very great
increase in income.

I freely admit that not all of the in-
creases were brought about by raising
State taxation or by increasing State
charges which are impesed upon the
people of Western Australia, but much of
it was. For instance, country water supply
systems provided £400,000 more in the
1962-63 year as against the 1958-59 year.
Ratepayers in the metropolitan water
supply district provided almost £1,000,000
more in the 1962-63 year as against the
1958-59 wyear, and most of the increases
which came into the Consolidated Revenue
Fund from the Water Supply Department
came as a result of increased charges
which the Government deliberately put
upon the people. It requires a vivid and
treacherous imagination to say that a
result of that description was achieved by
good housekeeping when, in faet, it was
achieved by loading additional financial
burdens upan the people concerned.

Railway revenue was £13,500,000 in the
1958-59 year, and £17,200,000 in the 1962-
63 year which, of course, represents a very
substantial increase both in railway reve-
nue and in the total amount coming into
the Cansolidated Revenue Fund.

Some of that increase came from in-
creased railway business, but mast of it
came from fthe faet that, after the 30th
June, 1959, the Government increased rail-
way freights and railway fares upon the
peaple. I am not in possession of the
exact figures relating to the effect which
the increase in railway freights and fares
made previously had upon the total amount
of revenue received last year, but I think I
would not be far out if I suggested that
approximately £2,000,000, by way of in-
creased freights and fares was received
into the Consolidated Revenue Fund last
financial year as a result of the increased
railway freights and fares which were pué
on previpusly—

Mr. Court: The September, 1960, in-
creases were designed to produce £960,000
per annum.

Mr. HAWKE: -—based on the total
amount of freight being carried at that
time.

Mr. Court: It was the year 1860-61.

Mr. HAWKE: However, the Minister
must not fry to cover up the fact that the
total amount of freight carried in that
yvear was lower than the total amount
carried in the financial year just closed,
and consequenfly the £800,000 which he
talks about has to be bigger very con-
siderably to relate it in any way accurately
to the additional freights which the people
of this State paid last financial year as a
result of the increases made in 3 previous
financial year.

So, clearly, when a Government increases
railway freights, when it increases water
supply rates, when it increases license fees,
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when it increases stamp duty, and when it
‘increases half a dozen or more other
impositions which are put upon the people
and achieves a reasonably satisfactory
financial result over all, there is no justifi-
cation, I say, in that situation for claiming
that the financial result achieved was
brought about by good housekeeping.

Clezrly on the evidence and on the facts,
the financial result, whatever it might have
been, was brought about by imposing addi-
tional financial burdens upon various sec-
tions of the people in the community.

In connection with the income of the
Railways Department and the payment by
that department of all its revenue into the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, I have tried to
find out on more than one occasion how
much additional revenue the Railways
Department has been receiving as a result
of the substantial and continuing sales of
vcvﬂgat. from this State to Communist

ina.

However, on each occasion I have tried,
by way of question upon the notice paper
and by way of speech in the House, I have
been informed the information is not avail-
able or cannot be made available. I ean-
not see any real reason why an approxi-
mate estimate of the situation cannot be
made. The Railways Department and the
harbour board and the other harbour
authorities in the outporfs from which
wheat is shipped must know the quantity
which is shipped from each port in West-
ern Australia to China.

Therefore, they must know the guantity
aof wheat carried over the railway system
out of the total which is wheat consigned
sooner or later to China. Surely they can
tnke some sort of average figure in rela-
tion to railway freight for that wheat
and give at least an approximation of the
total revenue which the Railways Depart-
ment receives by way of freight and which
the Consolidated Revenue Fund subse-
guently receives as a result of the very
substantial sales to China of wheat grown
in this State.

I razise this point again because it is a
fortuitous circumstance in the finances of
the Railways Department and, therefore,
in the over-all finances of the State that
this sjtuation came into existence and
that it has continued to prevail. I do not
wani to raise the other issue which could
be associated with this subject, because
I know it could create a difference of
opinion within the Government. PBriefly,
as I understand it, the Liberal Party is
supposed to be opposed to giving any
astsistance to any Communist country.
whereas members of the Country Party
are, at least in relation to primary pro-
ducts, in favour of their being sold any-
where in the world’s markets where there
is payment at a fair and reasonable price.

Nevertheless, the question does persist
an to how real is the supposed opposition
of the Liberal Party in Australia—
Federal and State—to assisting Com-
munist countries, because undoubtedly the
sale of wheat to Communist China is of
great assistance to the country. My own
view is the same as that of representatives
of the Country Party in this matter. I
say that if there is a country overseas
which wants to purchase our primary pro-
ducts and that country is prepared to pay
the ruling price or a fair price, then by all
means sell the primary products to which-
ever couniry is willing to buy.

However, there cannot be any argument
at all, as I have said, that the Govern-
ment of China is being greatly assisted
ky the fact that Australian wheat is going
to China in great quantities. It mizht
be argued that China is only after wheat
from Australia because considerable groups
of population in China are starving, or
are near starvation, and, therefore, on
merey grounds ahove sll other considera-
tions—political and otherwise—we should
consign food to that country; and with
that view I, myself, would doubtless agree.

Nevertheless, it remains that the Chinese
Government is able to maintain its situa-
tion and its strength by virtue of the fact
that its people obtain this wheat from
Australia; because we know there {s noth-
ing more likely quickly te undermine a
Government, ne matter whether it be a
dictatorship or any other type, than the
existence within the boundaries of its ter-
ritory of people who are desperately short
of the bare necessities of life.

However, the only angle of this situation
with which I am really concerned at the
moment is that we should be able to cbtain
from the Railways Department, in con-
sultation with the harbour authorities, an
approximate estimate of the total amount
of revenue which the Railways Depart-
ment receives as a result of the sale of
this wheat to China.

I think it might be worth while, too,
to take our minds back to the period
immediately prior to the time when China
Legan to buy Australian wheat. Those of
us who take an interest in the wheat
situation, knowing how important it is to
Western Australia, will remember that
the wheat maricets of the world at that
time were groggy to some substantial
extent, and many wheatgrowers and wheat
authorities in Western Australia were very
worried as to how the forthcoming harvest
at that time would be disposed of in
world markets, because the demand re-
quired did not seem to be there at the
time.

In that resard there is no doubt that
China did the wheatgrowers in Australia
a very good twm, not willingly, and not
perhaps gladly, but by force of circum-
staness. However, as far as I have been
able to read, there is no guarantee that
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this selling of Australian wheat to China
will g0 on. No one seems to know the
time and year when the orders from China
will cease and the wheat which is, in fact,
going there, or would go there in future
years, will have to be disposed of in other
rlaces. .

I know there is a good deal of worry
about that situation by those who look
forward more than 12 months and who
are anxious to do the utmost they can
possibly do to ensure that wheat grown
in Australia—and it is being grown in
inereasing quantities—will be capahle of
peing disposed of profitably in overseas
raarkets in future years.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr., HAWKE: The next matter about
which I wish to speak has to do with the
action of the Government in both ignor-
ing and insulting the member for Kim-
berley in relation to the invitations which
were issued in respect of a dinner held at
Kununurra recently to celebrate the open-
ing of the Ord River irrigation scheme.
This State dinner was promoted and or-
ganised by the State Government and
therefore was a State function. I am not
certain wether it was organised irom the
Premier’s Office, from which it should have
been organised, or whether it was
organised from some other Government
department.

I am strongly inclined to believe the
organisation was taken out of the hands
of the Premier’s Department by cne of
the other departments, because I find it
difficult to believe that a function of this
kind organised by the Premier's Depart-
ment would have ignored and insulted the
State parliamentary representative for the
district in relation to the question of his
receiving or not receiving an invitation.
Because of my belief in that direetion I
can understand, to some extent, the diffi-
culty in which the Acting Premier has
found himself in trying to defend the
Government's action—what I regard as a
completely inexcusable action, or lack of
action—in this matter.

In the first place I should say that I
was absolutely amazed when Y did find out
that the member for the Legislative As-
sembly district of Kimberley had not re-
ceived an invitation to the function, and
for some time I refused to believe that
he had been deliberately excluded by the
Government. I wrote a letter which was
published in The West Australian on the
24th July protesting very strongly. ©Ob-
viously, before the newspaper in question
published the letter it either showed
a copy to the Acting Premier or asked
him for some explanation as to why the
member for the district had been in-
sulted and excluded; and when my letter

was published the hewspaper had under-
neath it a brief explanation from the Act-
ing Premier., Among other things he said
this: “Had we included Mr, Rhatigan many
others with equal claims would have had
to be invited.”

Now, that ground is not valid; but I
might ask for my own information and
guidance in the future: Who are the others
who would have had equal claim with the
Legislative Assembly member for the dis-
triet who, in fact, represents all the people
of his electorate? There could not be
anyone apart from those who were invited
—even if we admit that all of them had
equal claim, which I do not—who would
have had equal claim with Mr., Rhatigan,
and who would have had to be invited
alsq if the Government had done the right,
proper, and decent thing and invited the
member for the district to the function.

Later on I wrote to the Acting Premier.
This letter is short and I will therefore
read it as follows:—

Parliament House,
23rd July, 1963.
The Hon. the Acting Premier,
Dear Mr, Nalder,

Invitations to the Official Dinner
at Kununurra,

As I consider the Legislative As-
sembly member for the district, Mr.
Rhatigan, had a far better claim to
be given an invitation to be present
at the official dinner held at Kunh-
uvnurra last Saturday night I now re-
quest you to supply me with the list
setting out the names of all the persons
who were invited, together with a
reason opposite each name showing
why each person was so invited.

Yours sincerely,
Leader of the Opposition.

The Acting Premier did, in fact, forward
that list. Now, I want to knew what
priority the Legislative Assembly mem-
ber for a district has in the estimation of
this Government when a function of this
kind is being held. What is his priority?
‘What is the number of it? Is it 10, 12,
15, or 20? No Minister has any idea about
this. The Legislative Assembly member
for the Qistrict does not count apparently
and has no priority at all.

I emphasise that I raise this matter not
because Mr. Rhatigan is affected and not
because he happens to be a member of
the State Parliamentary Lakor Party. I
raise it on the very important basis of
principle, because if the member for Kim-
berley can be rejected and insulted and
given no priority, as was his experience
on this occasion, then each and every
member of the Legislative Assembly can
be given the same scurvy treatment by this
Government on other occasions when
their districts are involved in some im-
portant State function.
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The member for the district had a
priority in this matter lower than No. 61—
lower than No. 61 because 61 invitations
were issued by the Government to people
to attend the dinner. Sixty-one persons
were invited; and the member for Kim-
berley was not even No. 61 in the order of
priority. He did not even have that low
position. Is it any wonder that a minufe
or two ago I tried to obtain from some
Minister of this Government—the Acting
Premier for preference—information as to
what the Government considers is the
priority which a Legislative Assembly
member for a district holds in this situa-
tion?

Mr. Heal: What number were the of-
ficials?

Mr, HAWKE: Clearly and obviously the
Lepislative Assembiy member for the dis-
trict holds no priority.

Mr. Court: Wasn't he invited to every
function except this one; and didnt he
atiend them?

Mr. HAWKE: 1 am not concerned
whether he was invited to every other
function or to no other function. I want
to know what was his priority, if any, in
connection with this important function,
which was a State function.

Mr. Court: He was given every courtesy.
If it had not been for Luchetti making
political capital out of the situation, it
would not have arisen.

Mr. HAWKE: How could one show
courtesy to a member and at the same
time insult him as dirtily as was done on
this occasion?

Mr. Court: He was not insulted.

Mr. HAWKE: Now that the Minister for
Industrial Development is coming on to
the scene, it is becoming pretty obvious
that the Legislative Assembly member for
the district would not get any priority apd
would not get an invitation in any ecir-
cumstances to this funection.

Mr. Court: That is your judgment.
Mr. HAWKE: It is frue.

Mr. Court: And it is typical of your
iudgment.

Mr. HAWKE: It is typical, because I
know the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment. I know what he is prepared to do;
and will the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment deny that he had anything at
all to do with this?

Mr. Court: I do not have to deny it. The
member was treated with every courtesy,
and if it had not heen for Luchetti try-
ing to make political nonsense out of this
thing, this would never have arisen.

Mr. HAWKE: I am ngt concerned with
Mr. Luchetti. I am not even concerned
with the Federal member for the district,
hecause the Kimberley region is only a
portion of his district. I am nolt even

concerned with the Legislative Counecil
members for the area, because they re-
present only a portion of the population
pbecause of the restricted franchise which
operates at Legislative Council elections.
But I am acutely concerned with the fact
that the Legislative Assembly member for
the distriet, representing all the people, is
rejected and insulted; and I would advise
the Minister for Industrial Development
that in his action, for which undoubtedly
it is now clear he was primarily respon-
sible—

Mr. Court: That is only your judgment.

Mr. HAWKE: —in perpetrating this
thing, he insulted also all the electors in
the Kimberley area—because one cannot
insult the member for the district without
insulting, at the same time, the people
he represents; and surely a man who re-
presents all the people of an electorate in
the Parliament—a man who has been
elected by them at a compulsory election,
at a secret bhallot election—has a high
priority in a situation of this kind. What
would the Actihg Premier, for instance,
think 1f a dinner of this sort had been
put on at Wagin in connection with some
important function and he, as member for
the distriet, had heen given a Ilower
priority in relation to invitations than No.
61? What would he have thought? What
would the Minister for Fducation have
thought in the same situation?

Mr. J. Hegney: He would have been
dumbfounded.

Mr. HAWKE: Or, more important still,
what would the Minister for Lands—who
has some sense of decency, some sense of
propriety, some sense of the fitness of
things—have thought, and what would he
have said? It is not good enough, and the
situation requires and deserves the
strongest possible protest against the
action of the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment for his attitude in the matter.
I have nc doubt he had some consulta-
tion with the Minister for Works in rela-
tion to those who would he put on the
white list and those who would be put on
the black list; and the Legislative Assembly
member for the district went on the black
list, and was given no invitation.

I wish I had been at Kununurra on this
occasion. I would have had a word with
the Prime Minister to see what his Gov-
ernment would have done in the same
situation; because although the Prime
Minister is a strong party man I believe
he would always insist on the fair and
reasonable thing being done to parlia-
mentary representatives—at least, to the
parliamentary representative for the dis-
trict who represents the whole of the dis-
trict; namely, the Legislative Assembly
member,

I do not want fo read this list of per-
sons who were invited; because, as I said
earlier, this, with me, is a matter of great
prinegiple. It is not a matter of setting up
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the member for Kimberley against some-
body by the name of Bate, perhaps. It
is not a matter of setting up the
member for Kimberley against some-
one else. It is a matter of very deep
principle, We know only too well that in
these days there are lots of people in the
community—and some organisations—who
are frequently talking down and writing
down parliamentary representatives; con-
demning or ridiculing them, or doubting
their motives, or questioning their inte-
grity, and all the rest of it. As a result
it can be said that parliamentary repre-
sentatives generally and as a whole do not
hold, in the estimation of the general pub-
lic, the position they should hold: al-
though, as I have said on other occasions
in this regard, the member for each dis-
trict is well regarded by all the people
who know him in his own district, and
they are, of course, in the majority.

An action of this kind, as perpetrated
by this Government against the member
for Kimberley, only assists that sort of
propaganda; it only helps to push the par-
liamentary representatives further down
in the estimation of a lot of people.

The reasons which the Acting Premier
gave for not issuing an invitation to the
Legislative Assembly member for the dis-
trict are as weak as weak can be. They
are not reasons at all; they are excuses.
I am certain that after the Acting Pre-
mier has had this further opportunity cof
thinking the matter over he will agree pri-
vately, if not publicly, that the Legislative
Assembly member for the distriet should
have had a very high priority in relation
to invitations issued to the function—not
for the dinner; not for what might have
been eaten there; not for what might have
been consumed in the way of liquids; not
for what might have been said by way of
conversation and discussion and jokes and
laughter, and whatever else went on at
the dinner; but in order that he, and the
people he represents, might have received
the recognition and the honour which was
due to them,

Mr. Bickerton: Hear, hear!

Mr. HAWKE: As I said earlier, no one
can insult the member for the distriet in
a situation of this kind without insulting
the people he represents. It might suit
the party political book of the Minister
for the North-West, and to a lesser degree
of the Minister for Works, to ignore, to
snub, and to insult the parliamentary re-
presentative for a district because he is of
o different political colour: but surely the
Deputy Premier, the Minister for Lands,
the Minister for Health, and the other
Ministers have a bhigher conception of
what is right, proper, and decent in a
situation like this.

1 certainly hope that as a result of the
protest I have made in this matter—and
I say again I base it entirely upon the
principle of the matter and not upon the

basis of any personality—-the Government
will have learnt a lesson which it should
not have been necessary for it to learn:
and I trust that in the future, when
similar situations arise, at least the Legis-
lative Assembly member for the district
will receive due recoghnition and the hon-
our which should be his without question
and without argument.

It is absurd to think that at a function
to which 61 people are invited the Legis-
lative Assembly member for the district
is not invited. To say there were cateriny
difficulties; to say that if he had been in-
vited many others with equal claims would
have had to be invited does not hold water.
There is no sense, there is no logic in
it, because the member for the district
should have a priority which is very high
indeed in connection with a function oi
the kind to which I have referred.

Mr. Jamieson: If Mitcheil had heen
around they would have fitted him in.

Mr, HAWKE: There is only one other
subject I want to discuss, and I want to
discuss that quite briefly. 1 wish to pro-
test against the action of the Governmens
parties in receiving advocates only from
the side who favour the fluoridation of

.domestic water supplies in Western Aus-

tralia. I understand the Government
parties had a joint meeting and invited
special advocates for the fluoridation of
domestic water supplies to come to the
meeting and to address them. I under-
stand that was done and, at the same
meeting, without giving the opponents of
the proposal any hearing at all, at least
the majority in the Government parties
voied in favour of a proposal by the Gov-
ernment to bring down legislation during
this session of Parliament to obtain parlia-
mentary authority to put fluoride into the
water supplies of Western Australia.

1 say that was a most unfair approach
to the subject; because, as everyone knew
at that time, and before then, there are
many people in Western Australia who are
strongly opposed to this proposal. Surely
the members of any party anxious to
arrive at a correct decision would give to
the opponents of a proposal such as that
an opportunity of puiting their case
against the proposal before making & de-
cision in the matter,

When this matter was raised publicly in
the newspapers, the Minister for Health,
and I think the Deputy Premier as well,
tried to give the public to understand that
members of the Government parties had
read a lot of propaganda against fluorida-
tion, and they had also read a lot of pro-
paganda in favour of it.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No they hadn't!

Mr. HAWEKE: It is the fault of the
Minister for Health if they had not. He
had fallen down badly on his job if he
had not briefed his party members on the
issue. In any event, if the members of
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the Government parties, as the Minister
for Health now claims, had not read any-
thing, or very much, in favour of fluorida-
tion, why bring special advocates into a
joint meeting of the Government parties
s0 that the members of those parties could
hear arguments in favour of the proposal.
and then immediately on top of that, with
all those views in the forefront of their
minds, take a vote upon the question whe-
ther they were in favour of or against the
proposal to put fluoride into the domestic
water supplies of this State.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You have already
heen told the answer.

Mr. HAWKE: 1 say it was a very hot
type of organising to get the right result.
That is what it was; nothing more or
less.

Mr. Ross Huichinson:
sort!

Mr. HAWKE: It was a very hot lype cf
organising to get the right result.

Nothing of the

Mr. H. May: Real Liberal type.
Mr, Ross Hutchinson: What utter non-
sense!

Mr. HAWKE: You and I, Mr. Speaker,
have had enough practical experience n

organising to know that when one puts.

up a proposition of that kind, and omne
brings in advocates who are in favour of
the proposition to address members, and
straightaway, on top of that, take a vote,
one gets the results one is after,

Mr., O'Neil: That is not true.
was not taken straight after.

Mr. HAWKE: When was it taken?

Mr, O’Neil: On the same day.

Mr., W. Hegney: You'll get on.

Mr. HAWKE: The member for East
Melville is developing into a wonderful
pupil of the Minister for the Morth-West.
He is adopting the Minister’'s techniques
in a mest wonderful fashion, and very
speedily indeed. The vote was not taken
straight afterwards, but it was taken on
the same afternoon!

Mr. Court: That is logical.

Mr. HAWEKE: How long afterwards
was it taken? One hour? Two hours?

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: Perhaps 2} hours
to he precise.

Mr. HAWKE: No; it is not a reasonable
proposition at all.

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: Of course it is!

Mr. HAWKE: I say, without any hesi-
tation at all, it was the duty of members
of the Government parties to invite repre-
sentatives of those opposed to the propos-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You know—

Mr. HAWKE: - —to put their views be-
fore members and then, one hour after-
wards, or two hours afterwards, members
could vote either for or against the pro-
position,

The vote

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are not be-
ing fair.
Mr. HAWKE: The Minister for Health
weakly claims that I am not being fair.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is quite so.

Mr. Court: You rarely are.

Mr. HAWKE: We all know, surely, if
we know anything at all as public men,
we might read guite a deal about a sub-
ject, and against a subject, and then we
go along to a meeting where men who are
reasonably expert in certain directions
address us on the opposite side of the
case. Obviously the last impression, es-
pecially if they are good speakers, and
men who know their subject, is going to
be far more in the forefront of our minds
than the impression which we gained pre-
vipusly from reading some propaganda on
the opposite side of the case.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is true; but
someone must always have the last say.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes; but my vrotest is
that the opponents of fluoridation were not
allowed to have a say at all.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But they had all
the literature in the world.

Mr. HAWKE: I hope that will be ab-
sorbed by the Minister, if not tonight at
least at some future date and before the
proposed legislation is introduced.

MRE. TONKIN (Melville—Deputy Lecader
of the Opposition) [8.1 pm.l: There is a
little matter of a difference between the
Minister for Industrial Development and
myself which I would like to clear up
hefore I carry on with the main burden
of my theme this evening, and that is in
connection with some answers which he
gave this afternoon to the gquestions I
acked on the quality of iron ore from
Tallering Peak. I am astounded at the
attitude of the Minister when he is
absolutely caught out on his own state-
ments, The way he wriggles and brings
forward words in order to cloud the issue
is little short of amagzing.

I first raised this matter in the House
last year on the 7th November. 1 now
quote from page 2491 of the 1962 Parlia-
mentary Debates as follows:—

Mr. TONKIN: Is it that the Japanese
are not interested in the ore ai Taller-
ing and Mi. Goldsworthy?

Mr. Court: Definitely not in 60 per
cent. iron ore.

Mr. TONKIN: That confirms what
I have heen saying.

Mr, Court: They are interested in
60 per cent. plus.

Mr. TONKIN: The explanation for
the lack of a firm contract is not any
economic recession in Japan, but that
they will not take the low-grade ore
offering. They want a high grade.
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Mr. Court: They are not being
offered low-grade ore. What makes
you think that?

Mr. TONKIN: They visited Taller-
ing in 1861 and again in 1962, yet no
contracts have come forward, despite
2 good deal of pushing. That suggests
to me that the trouble is in the grade
of ore being offered for sale.

I would now ask you, Mr. Speaker, to pay
special attention to this statement which
is another one of those assurances of
which we have heard so much from this
Government—

Mr. Court: I can assure you it is not.
It is entirely on account of the
Japanese economic cenditions which
are affecting their planning.
Mr. Hawke: I think the Minister wants
to interject.

Mr. Court: No; I am just interested.

Mr. TONKIN: A few months went by,
and in the Daily News of the 10th May
this year under the headine, “Long-term
Basis of Buying Western Australian Iron,”
there appeared the statement I am about
to aunte. There is a reference to what
the Minister for Mines had said, which I
do not propose to read berause it will take
up teo much time, but the statéement to
which I draw attention is as follows:—

He was commenting on an AAP-
Reuter message today saying the
Japanese steel mills had been re-
quested by a W.A. iron mining com-
pany to resume negatiations for the
export of W.A, iron ore to Japan.

The steel mills spokesman said
Western Mining Corperation manag-
ine director W. M. Morgan was to visit
Japan.

He would ¢0 as a member c¢f a pri-
vate Australian delegation to the
forthcoming Japan-Australia joint
business committee to start in Tokyo
on May 16.

The spokesman said Morgan wished
to re-cpen negotiations on iron cre
export with Japanese steel mills late
this month after attending the com-
mittee meeting.

He said the company’s request had
been made following the recent
affirmation of Japan's intention to
buy W.A, iron ore on a long-term
basis .

The spckesman said during the pre-
vious negotiations the Australian firm
had offered to supply Japan with
about 750,000 tons of iron ore a year
from next year.

But the negotiations were sus-
p=nded because of disagreement on the
quality of W.A. iron ore to be mined
from the Tallering Peak mines.

Mr. Court: Well, what is wrong with
that?

.Mr._ TONKIN: There is nothing wrong
with it! It is right on the ball! However,
when I asked the Minister to explain why
he denied my assertion, which was
exactly.the same as tha{ statement from
Japan, in this place he gave an assurance
that it was entirely due—his words were
not partly due, mind youn, but entirely
due—to the economic recession in Japan.
This is the explanation he gave the House
this afternoon. He admits that he re-
members making the statement in the
Assembly. He admits that this statement
appeared in the Daily News. He could
not do much else, could he?

Mr. Court: That does not mean any-
thing.

Mr. TONKIN: Then he went on to give
this long rigmarole by way of explanation.
He says: “No explanation is necessary—"
not much! Continuing with the Minister's
reply—

—because the Japanese have made it
clear both to Australia and to other
countries that their reluctance to sign
major iron ore agreements in recent
times is related to their economic
position which we understand is ve-
covering and will clear the way for
the signing of contracts within a
reasonable period.

What has that to do with the matters
under discussion? What has that te do-
with the failure of the Western Mining
Corporation to negotiate with Japan?
The failure was due to the low-grade
iron ore the company was offering, not a
recessionn! What has that to do with the
issue? Nothing at all. The Minister is
trying to c¢loud the issue. One cannhot
mistake the fact that the Minister
deliberately misled the House in that
direction.

Mr.: Court: He did nothing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes he did, because the
Minister said that the failure to sell Taller-
ing Peak iron ore was due to a recession;
but the Japanese stated that the negotia-
tions broke down because of disagreement
over the quality of the iron ore.

Mr. Court: T will explain this later in
words of one syllable.

Mr. TONKIN: There is no room for any
other conclusion than that the negotiations
broke down because of the quality of the
iron ore that was being offered; and it
was only when the company itself requested
that négotiations be reopened that they
were reopenad, However, we were told in
this House that the failure to sell the iron
ore to Japan was due to an economic reces-
siogn, That is the sort of thing we have had
to put up with during the whole of the life
of this Government.

Mr. Court: Do you know what the
grade of Tallering iron ore is in relation to
60 per cent.?



58 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, TONKIN: I am telling the Minister
that these negotiations broke down be-
cause of the disagreement over the quality
of the ore when the Minister assured this
House that the fallure to negotiate was
entirely due to the economic recession in
Japan; and when I give the Minister the
opportunity to admit that he misled the
House he is unrepentant.

Mr, Court: There is no reason why I
thould repent. I have told the House the
facts of the case.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the form! As-
surances mean nothing whatsoever to those
on that side of the Chamber. As I have
said, week after week when we have been
in session, it is ridiculous to rely upon
any assurance that comes from the Govern-
ment front bench.

Mr, Court: Do you want Tallering Peak
iron ore sold or not?

Mr. TONKIN: I want to be able to feel
that I can reply upon the utierances of
Ministers as heing true,

Mr, Court: You can,

Mr. TONKIN: Can I? Things will have
10 change a great deal if that is to be the
case,

Mr. Court: I know you will never be
convinced, nc matter what assurance we
give you.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister told me
the truth I could understand it.

Mr, Court: Do you want Tallering
Peak iron ore seld or not? You have
done everything you can te damage nego-
tiations.

Mr. TONKIN: I will do everything I
can to make Ministers tell the truth.

The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman): Order!

Mr. Hawke: That js what they do in
Great Britain, too.

Mr. Court: Jack is not in that, is he?

My, TONKIN: I asked another guestion
with regard f{o the sum of money that
was made available to Northern Minerals.
I referred to this in my question as a
subsidy. The Minister, in his answer said,
“0Oh no! It is not a subsidy.” I have
here a cutting from The West Australian
of the 1st May, and the heading is,
‘“‘Manganese Will Be Subsidised.”

Mr, Court: I did not write the heading.

Mr. TONKIN: No, of course the Min-
ister did not. But that is what other
people think about it; the same as I do.
This is what the extract says—

The State Government has accept-
ed the plans suggested by the Northern
Minerals Syndicate for a pound for
pound subsidy to revive manganese
exports from the north-west. The

decision, involving Government ex-
pense of more than £30,000, will en-
able the company to cut its prices on
world markets by several pounds a
ton.

But according to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development that is not a subsidy.

Mr, Court: Neither is it. We are not
paying them so much a ton. I cannot
help what the journalist put in. As a
matter of fact, the next day he came to me
and apologised for having called it a sub-
sidy.

Mr., Hawke: Someone must have needled
him beforehand.

Mr. TONKIN: What I am concerned
about is that this company which got a
hand-~out of £30,000 from the Government
-—such a hand-out not being a subsidy we
are tecld—has some £234,000 of undistri-
buted profit.

Mr. Oldfield: That would iake them
very good friends of the Government.

Mr, TONKIN: The first question one
would ask oneself in such circumstances
is: What has it done with its profits? In-
stead of coming to the Government for
the moeney, why did it not use some of its
£230,000 undistributed profits for this pur-
pose? This decision was made with the
greatest, alacrity. I think it took about 10
days between the time the request was
made, and the moment the Government
made its decision. Considering that if
usually takes the Government two or three
months to answer letters, this is most re-
markabhle.

This same company which put these
undistributed profits into the Paris Gold
Mine comes along on behalf of the Paris
Gold Mine and gets another £25,000 from
the Government; and I am told in answer
to a question tonight that it got it in May.
We find, however, that it does not appear
in the Trade Gazetie until August. Usually
when a loan is raised on a bhill of sale, for
the protection of other persons who might
be doing business with those borrowing
money, the intention to borrow is men-

‘tioned in the Trade Gazette straight away.

But here is a case where a company was
actually allocated a loan in May, ahd
there was no reference in the Trade
Garette about this loan having been given,
on assets which had heen mortgaged, until
August. There are some features about
this that I do not like. Firstly, I cannot.
understand how these people can be so
well treated when they have all that
money in undistributed profits; and,
secondly, how they can have it for some
months before the trading people know
anything about it. It is a most unusual
set of circumstances.

Mr. Hawke: They got along a lot better
than the Boyup Brook flax industry.

Mr. TONKIN: I am very concerned about
the situation amongst migrants who have
been brought to Western Australia under
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-¥hat is known as the Lonhie scheme. I
expected this would happen, because be-
fore the mission went away I raised, in
chis House, the question of some special
provision being made for housing. I was
aware that it was intended to promise
nouses to these people, and I had no ob-
iection to that; but I pointed out to the
Government that it was essential in the in-
terests of our own people who were al-
ready on long waiting lists, that addi-
tional houses be built in order that mi-
grants could be supplied with houses with-
out our own people being made to suffer.
All T got each time I raised this guestion
was the reply that the Government was
watching the position.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment had something to say about housing
improving in the private sector. The Gov-
ernment did not make any special effort
to provide these additional houses, and
the result has been an increase in the
waiting time of Western Ausiralian appli-
cants: s¢ much so that emergent cases
now have to wait months befare they can
zet a house, where previously it was a
matier of a few weeks that they had to
wait. Now they have to wait months;
cases which have been passed by the com-
mission as heing emergent cases entitled to
attention out of their turn; yet they now
have to wait months, hecause the Govern-
ment has insufficient houses to make good
its undertaking to the migranis. Even on
that score the Government could not be
lhonest, hecause it brought these people
here under false pretences.

I wanted to know the facts of the situa-
tion, so I sent to Great Britain in order
to find out the exact nature of the adver-
tisements which were appearing in the
papers there, and which would show me
the praomises that were being held out to
these pecople. I have here a photostat copy
of the Glasgow Daily Ezxpress, which
carries a very nice heading, “Come Down
Under".

Mr. Graham: Down is the word.

Mr. TONKIN: I propose to read this,
because it is an authoritative statement
from the mission in order to get migrants
in, It reads as follows:—

An Australian Government mission
is seeking 1,000 Scots craftsmen for
new jobs in Western Australia. A
three week recruifing campaign begins
tamorrow. Already more than 1,800
inguiries have been received from all
over Britain, but the West Australian
Migrant Recruiting Mission wants—
Scots.

Leader of the mission is a Secot——Mr,
William Lonnie from Montrose.

Yesterday an executive said: “We
think skilled Scots workers possess the
most highly original talents in the
world.

“Besides, they make eood settlers.
They are ready to put their backs into
a hnew life and make new opportu-
nities work.”

What types of craftsmen do the
Australians want? “Mainly boiler-
makers and welders for oil and ore
refinery projects being constructed in
Western Australia.”

The mission, which is in Glasgow,
is also interested in metal and industry
building workers.

HOUSING
The Australians are offering a
three-fold “magnet” scheme to at-
tract men:

l1—Guaranteed housing near the

construction arvea.

If I might interpolate, that does not mean
that if one is working in Perth one will
get a house in Medina; or if one is work-
ing in Fremantle one wiil get a2 house in
Nollamarra. What then does the state-
ment mean? I take it it means what it
says; it is a contract and an offer of &
guaranteed house near the construction
area. The article goes on to say—

2—Guaranteed jobs. “We are pre-
pared now to offer a Scot going out
there between five and six years’
guaranteed employment,” said the
executive.

3—Better money. ‘“The wage for a
skilled Australian averages a net £22
(Australian pounds? a week,” he added,
“And living is cheaper than in
Britain.”

The mission will fly the chosen
workers to Australia. But first they
must pass rigid trade-skill tests—

I ask members to mark the words, ‘rigid
trade-skill tests”, because it has been said
of some of those who are now here that
they are not up to the work which
they are supposed to be qualified to under-
take. I do not admit that; but if they
are not, whose fault is it? If they were
subjected to rigid trades’ tesis. as they
should have been to save any unhappiness
when they arrived in Australia, whose
fault is it? The article continues—
—security check-ups, medical tests.

“We must make sure the men we

pick are the very best.”

I think we are entitled to assume that
they are the very hest, that they measure
up to the trade tests, and that they mea-
sure up to the security and medical tests.
If they do not, who fell down, and what
are they doing here?

We are entitled to assume hy the fact
that they are here that they successfully
met all those tests, and it is a bit late
in the day now to criticise them. The
article goes on—

The job-seeking operation is ex-
pected {o be completed by the end of
September.
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After the three-week Scoitish cam-
paign the mission moves to Newcastle,
Birmingham and Manchester.

I propose to examine how we have lived
up to that offer which the Government
made to those people. I, for one, will not
be a party to the repudiation of any offer
or promise. If the Government of West-
ern Australia makes an offer to people,
even though I might not agree to the
offer beinz made, and if the offer is made
on behalf of the State of Western Aus-
tralia, so far as I am concerned I will
ensure that the Government lives up to it.
I am not going to have the fair name of
Western Australia besmirched because the
Government, once it has gol these people
here, wants to snap its fingers at the bar-
gain it has entered inte. But that is what
the Government is trying to do.

The Government has alveady made some
resolution that if a man is not working
he has to stay in the hostel until he is
working; and he will not be offered a house
until he is working. If they had been
told about that in England, a lot of them
would not be here today. If they had been
told there was a possibility they would
not get this work which they were being
offered, or if they had been told they
would not zet a house until they were
working, that would have put an entirely
different complexion on the rosy picture.
and a lot of these people woulkl nst be
here. I maintain they are here under
false pretences.

I have before me a letter which was
written by one of these people on the 2ist
March to the Premier. I do not propose
to quote the name of the man, althcugh
there is ne reason why it should not be
quoted. and the letter is here for all to
see if they wish to do so. The Premier
said in reply—

I desite to acknowiledge receipt of
yeur letter of the 17th March con-
cerning your desire to acouire housing
assistance for yourself and Mr. ——. 1
have spoken to Mr. Darling who has
informed me that several houses have
been offered to you both—

I shall come to the question of these several
houses later. The reply continues—
—but that in each case the accommo-
dation has been rejected because of
some feature which does not meet
your requirements.

The house which was offered to you
in Belmont and which was rejected
because of lack of sufficient electrical
points, ete., has gladly been accepted
by the —— family who arrived in
Perth under the same scheme as Mr.
—— and yourself,

The point is that this family was not
prepared to take a dwelling which a private
land agent was finding some difficulty in
letting, because the family had been led

to belleve by the propaganda in England
that it would be provided with a riew State
house.

These migrants without exception—and
I have spoken to dozens of them—have
told me they were shown pictures of new
State houses. They were told there was &
very big building programme going on of
these State houses, and that thase were
the houses they would go info. But when
they get here Mr. Darling says this to
them, “You are only a worker. You ought
to be satisfied with four walls, a roof, and
a lavatery at the back.”

Mr, O'Connolr: I bet he did not say that
to them.

Mr. TONKIN: The honourable member
is prepared to bet that, is he? We shall
see. Recently a family went to interview
the liaison committee; as soon as the
members of that family arrived there they
were told there was a tape recorder in the
room. I do not know whether that was a
lie or the truth. I hope to find out.

Mr. Oldfield: Evidently the migrants
were told that.

Mr. TONKIN: They were told there was
a tape recorder in the room, so they had
better be careful of what they said because
it would he all recorded. I am told Mr.
Darling made that statement. So, if there
were a tape recorder in the room Mr.
Darling’s statement will be on it; and if
there were no tape recorder, why did they
tell these people lies to start with?

Mr. Oldfield: It is the policy of the
Government to tell everybody lies.

Mr. Graham: Who is this Darling?

Mr. TONKIN: Very early in the piece 1
endeavoured to find out what policy was
being folowed in the allocation of these
houses, because there were instances of
some migrants getting houses within 48
hours of arrival, while others are still in
the camp after being there for five months.
I was trying to find out if there were any
set policy. That is all the migrants wanted
to know. I have not found one of them
who wanted to get a house out of turn—
not one, They were prepatred to wait their
turn in the proper order; but what they
are dissatisfied about is to find that some
peaple get offered new houses within 48
hours of arrival and others get offered a
house which Justin Seward, or somebody
else like that, has had for a long time and

. cannot let to the general public.

Mr. Graham: That is it.

Mr. TONKIN: They are offered this
house, and when they refuse it they are
told, “That is the end of our obligation to
you. You take your place on the Housing
Commission’s waiting list.”

Mr. Graham: Two and a half years.
Mr. Qldfield: Three and a half years.
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Mr, TONKIN: If that be the true posi-
tion, why was the Premier able to write
the letter I have just read in which he
referred to & certain family having been
offered several houses?

Mr. Fletcher: What was the economic
rent of those several houses?

Mr. TONKIN: Why was this fellow of-
fered several houses and allowed to refuse
them if other people are allowed only one
refusal?

Mr. Graham: A good question.

Mr. TONKIN: When I complained that
che Minister for Lands had handed this
pusiness of allocating houses over to Mr.
Darling he pooh-poohed the idea.

Mr. Graham: Like Mr, Profumo.

Mr. TONKIN: He told me there was a
liaison committee handling it.

Mr. Bovell: That is so.

Mr. TONKIN: When I asked him who
comprised that committee the Minister
said he did not have the slightest idea.

Mr. Graham: On that or any other
Juestion. .

Mr, TONKIN: When I sent him a letter
and asked what was the date of the com-
mittee’s last meeting, he did not reply to
the guestion. Obviously hecause he would
have put himself in trouble if he had. How
can a committee which does not meet be
responsible for allocating these houses—
and some dozens of them have been allo-
cated up to this date? Of course, Mr.
Darling allocated the houses, and he told
ithe migrants so down at Melville camp,
He told them that himself; and if the
Minister doubts me I can gef affidavits
from the persons who were present—and
there were several of them—when Mr. Dar-
ling told them that he did the allocation
of houses and had the final say.

I offer very strong objections to anybody
outside the Government being given the
authority ta allocate State houses, There
is no reference to the State Housing Com-
mission in this, All the Housing Commis-
sion does is to notify certain people that
X houses are available,

Mr. Bovell: There is a representative of
the Housing Commission on the committee.

Mr. TONKIN: That would be all right
if they met.

Mr. Bovell: They do meet.

Mr. TONKIN: When the houses become
available, as they do from day to day and
week to week, the information is passed on
to Mr. Darling who then decides who is
going to get the new ones and who will
get the houses that Justin Seward Is trying
to let.

Mr, Bovell: That is rubbish.
Mr. TONKIN: It is not; it is true.

Mr. Graham: The Housing Commission
has been sacked.

Mr. TONKIN: To show you, Mr. Speak-
er, the extent to which Mr. Darling is
controlling the situation, I am told by the
person who received this letter from the
Premier that when he was in the Housing
Commission discussing his situation he saw
written on the file, *Any further offer to
be made at Mr. Darling’s diseretion.”

Mr. Graham: I told you the commission
has been sacked!

Mr. TONKIN: That was writen on this
man's flle in the Housing Commission, so
the commission dare not decide that this
man should get a house until the matter
had been referred to Mr. Darling, not to
the liaison committee.

Mr. Bovell: Yes; that is it.

Mr. TONKIN: No; on the file was writ-
ten, “Any further offer to he at Mr. Darl-
ing’s diseretion.”

Mr. Heal; He does not know what is on
the file.

. Mr. TONKIN: So, is Mr. Darling allocat-
ing these houses or is he not?

Mr. H. May: He will finish up being no-
body’s darling.

Mr. Graham: The commission is not
controlling its own houses.

_Mr. TONKIN; I say it is a shocking
situation.

Mr. Graham: You can say' that again

Mr. TONKIN: It is shocking that an
officer of the Employers FPederation is de-

termining who will get the houses and who
will not.

Mr. Bovell: It is done by the committee.

Mr. TONKIN: If is not done by the com-
mittee at all; and if the Minister will
truthfully answer the questions 1 have
placed on the notice paper for tomorrow,
we will soon debunk that one. There is
aone man at the camp at present who is
a patterh maker, and a very good onhe.
When he arrived here there was no job
for him, so he was three weeks out of
work. Then he was taken on by MeAlis-
ter who told him there was only about
a fortnight's work there for him which
would be made available because he had
been specially requested by an officer to
find a job for him. McAlister did not
really have a job for him, but it was made
avaijlable for special reasons; and at the
end of the fortnight the man was put off.
He is still out of work and is on social
services; but because he is on social ser-
vices he cannot get a house.

He cannot go into a house until he gets
a job; and he told me that Mr. Darling
said he was here five years too soon. He
is a pattern maker in heavy industry, and
apparently there are not the openings here
for that type of work, and there will not
be for another five years, according to
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Whose fault is it that this
Is he to

Mr. Darling.
man is here five years too soon?
suffer for that?

Here are the suggestions which have
heen made to him: He has been told he has
to try to sell himself as a cabinet-maker.
He has to go and lie to some employer by
saying that he is a qualified cabinet-
maker when he is nothing of the sort.

Mr. Hawke: He could carry out a lot
of repairs to the present Cabinet of this
State if he were.

Mr. TONKIN: He is being asked to put it
over some employer.

Mr. Oldfield: Telling lies does not mean
a thing to this mob.

Mr. TONKIN: That is the situation; and
he is in the camp at present, having been
there for some five meonths or more. He
cannot get a house, because he has not
got a job; and he has very few prospects
of getting a job unless he tries to put it
over some unthinking employer.

Mr. J. Hegney: I suppose he sold up a
home in England or Scotland.

Mr. TONKIN: He certainly did. As a
matter of fact a number of these migrants
told me that in England they had very
good homes with the use of plenty of elec-
tricity, and they were used to being able
to get a warm shower or bath whenever
they came home from work. However,
the attitude of those who have been talk-
ing to them here is that that is something
they are not entitled to in Western Aus-
tralia.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
another five minutes.

Mr. TONKIN: I have here information
covering numbers of them. As a matter of
protest, they have refused to pay the money
due to the Government for their mainten-
ance at the hostel. They have done this
in order to draw attention to their plight.
They admit they owe the money and ought
to pay for what they are getting, poor as
it is, but they say they know of no other
way of drawing attention to their plight,
because they are like a lost legion.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Did you advise
them accordingly?

Mr. TONKIN: As a matter of fact I did
not. What a blue for the Minister! As a
matter of fact, I {old them the opposite;
but the point is that the Government's
offer is not being carried out.

Mr. Bovell: Oh yes it is!

Mr, TONKETN: Ch no it is not! Why
should they be told here that they have
t0 put up with anything when they were
given to understand by the propaganda
and inferences that they would get a new
house when they got here and that they
would be permitted to buy it? That is

what they were told—after they were a few
months in their house they could buy it if
they wished.

Mr. Bovell: You have quoted three cases
out of hundreds who have come here.

Mr. TONKIN: Members will appreciate
that the Speaker has informed me that I
have only five minutes remaining. Prob-
ably by now I have only three minutes. I
have 33 cases here I could quote if I had
the time; but the Minister takes no heed.
All T get back is some poppycock about a
liaison committee which is making alloca-
tions, when I know jt is impossible, As a
matter of fact I received information to
the effect that it was only the day after I
complained to the Minister about Darling
allocating these houses that the committee
had its first meeting. If the Minister will
give me the answers to the questions I have
on tomorrow’s notice paper, we will be able
to determine whether or not this commit-
tee allocated the houses.

I say it is time the Government faced
up to its obligations in this matter, for the
good name of the State if for nothing else,
and made good the undertakings which
were given. -

Mr, Bovell: It has!

Mr. TONKIN: Oh no it has not! How
c¢an the Minister say that when he told a
man that he cannot get a house until he
has a job? Does the Minister deny that?

Mr. Hawke: He is like Prime Minister
MacMillan—too trusting altogether.

Mr. TONKIN: The situation is precisely
as I have explained it. The following is a
letter which was written on the 14th
November, 1962, to one of these migrants:—

With respect to housing, ie. State
rental houses, I again advise that
these are not available at present.
However, you stated that your capital
would not be less than £200 and you
were prepared to purchase a house
under this scheme I submitted to you,
ie. minimum deposit of £150 on a
£3,000 home with repayment of less
than £5, in the proximity of £4 10s.
dependent on circumstances. These
homes are available and should you be
prepared to buy on arrival, your stay
in the hostel will be of minimum
duration.

But this man is not given the oppor-
tunity to buy this house. He is told that if
he does not take one of these re-lets he is
wiped off: and yet the Minister will say
the Government is living up to the obliga-
tions which it has undertaken. I say quite
frankly that it is not, and if given the
opportunity I will prove it.

MR. HALL (Albany) [8.45 p.m.l: The
measure before the House we realise is
one pf urgency, and I would not be one
to delay its passage through the House. I
rezlise we must have supply to ease the
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unemployment which is prevalent in West-
ern Australia today. Without finance we
cannot implement the programmes for the
different areas and towns necessary to
take up that slack of empioyment. How-
ever, I would be failing in my duty if 1
did not pay some thought to the Govern-
ment's action, particularly in regard to
the centralisation of contracts.

I have writien {o different Ministers on
various occasions to ask them to give ur-
gent consideration when assessing these
contracts to make sure they are given to
decentralised areas instead of the favoured
centralised contractors who are at present
acquiring them. The fact that central-
ised contractors are being given the con-
fracts is borne ouf in correspondence
which has occurred on every occasion
when a contract of any magnitude has
been let. Recently it again occurred in
the electorate I represent. It is occurring
also in other eiectorates, and I think Bun-
bury might even be affecied. Contracts
are being given to the centralised vested
interests to expand their industries in the
city to the detrimeni of industries already
existing in decentralised areas.

This fact cannot be refuted, but can be
proved by correspondence I have here.
When we look at the policy of the Gov-
ernment we find how honest it is! We
find the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment in all sericusness—on the surface—
calling for a decentralisation seminar. In
all faithfulness and seriousness, different
representatives attended that conference
and gave of their best time and money.
But how truthfully do we find that policy
of decentralisation being practised? How
could one attend that seminar when one
knows in one’s own heart and mind that
the Government’s policy is centralisation
and the extension of the existing indus-
tries in the metropelitan area to the detri-
ment of all the decentralised small indus-
tries to whieh the Minister has particularly
referred on many occasions?

The policy of decentralisation has been
expounded continually in the Press. but
the current policy is actually to smash
down decentralised areas. This is a serious
plight and every member who represents a
country electorate must think seriously
and deeply as to how the policy is affec-
ting his particular district. Inereased
freizhts and charges must be met—par-
ticularly in the southern portion of the
State where the shipping goes right past
the ports anhd the cargoes are brought
through the Port of Fremantle, broken
up in containerised form, and sent on to
the country areas with an added freight
charge.

Now, on top of that, we have the obh-
scene fact—and I say obscene because T
taink it smells—that Lysaght, which brings
iron into this State, has placed & surcharge
of some 28s. on its product in all outports
such as Bunbury, Albany, and Esperance,

but the same commodity is shipped through
the Port of Fremantie with no surcharge
whatever placed upon it.

Therefore the effect is quite obvious:
shipping to the ports of Albany, Bunbury.
and Esperance is suffering a reduction,
with the result that cargoes coming from
the FEastern States are not arriving in
sufficient quantities, and interstate ship-
ping firms are saying they have not got
sufficient orders. How can they get suf-
ficient orders? How can we hope to achieve
any form of decentyalisation unless there
is some honesty and we get equal treat-
ment for those decentralised ports?

Mr. Oldfield: Is it not a fact that Lysaght
is a subsidiary of Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.?

Mr. HALL: I would not know that.
These are the effects of what is taking
place. It is a serious situation, How are
we going to get over this difficuity if cen-
tralised interests continue crushing and
taking the equity out of the agricultural
zanes? How much longer are people in
decentralised areas going to tolerate the
situation? How much longer are Country
Party membeis, who sit behind the Gov-
ernment benches, going to allow their
people to be fleeced and have these charges
imposed upon them? There is only one
way to achieve success; and it has been
achieved in other parts of Australia, and
in other parts of the world which have
smaller populations than we have in the
southern portion of this State.

I think the medium for decentralisation
would be to form another State. I would
like to see a southern State of Western
Australia, which would have localised ad-
vantages. It would bring honesty and
Government closer to our area. That
would achieve sucecessful decentralisation.

That portion of the State would be
served with an admirable harbour. There
is a population of from 49,000 to 50,000
people in the agricultural area hehind
Albany, Mt. Barker and Denmark, up as
far as Wagin and right through to Esper-
ance. We have a coast highway which wili
link us with the Eastern States. Here I
must commend the Premier, although he
is on a Cook’s tour. The Eyrve Highway
will soon be completed—at least the woist
patches—and it will give Albany, Esber-
ance, and other towns in the southern
portion of the State an equal opportunity
of competing with the centralised zreas
and vested interests. There are other
roads which link Albany and Bunbury with
the metyopolitan area.

Those roads are an advantage from the
point of view of defence. We have heard
much in the last few days about Mr.
Chaney refuting an accusation made by
a university student on the question of
defence. Mobility was one of the points
talked abouf. The roads I have men-
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tioned are a connecting link, and they are
the result of good planning and farsighted-
ness,

We have, in addition, the Albany High-
way which provides us with the uimost
protection, and it will encourage develop-
ment in the area. The hinterland is now
being opened up, and we are being pro-
vided with thousands of addiiional acres.
At present the population in the Albany
zone is 49,000. What is to happen to the
young people in the rural areas? Are we
soing to allow this continual drag to the
city? Are we going to allow ocur vouth
to become straphangers? Are we going to
1zt the rot continue, until we have a popu-
kation in the City of Perth of one million
neople? Perth is a beautiful city, but he-
fore the city becomes too congested we
should take a caveful look at the picture.
and at our decentralisation policy, in an
honest attempt to cure this continual in-
filtration into the city of our skilled trad-s-
men from country areas, and of our young
people generally.

The Government could set o standurd
and an example. One method of curbing
this flow of young people ta the city would
be to establish a teachers’ training college
in Albany. In the right setting in the
southern portion of the State it would be
a, step forward in this matter of decen-
tralisation. Perhaps a university might
follow later. We have heard the contro-
versy concerning the University grounds
in Perth. Why not decentralise the Tni-
versity and make everyone happy?

Mr. Nalder: What would you call it?

Mr. HALL: I would call it something
like the Princess Royal University. That
would be better than Bob Menzies and
his “royal.”

We have to consider {hese matters
urgently. How long arve we going to allow
the people in the southern portion of the
State to lose their equity, and to have the
means of development taken away from
them; and how long are they going io have
the added humiliation of seeing the youth
of their areas moving to the city because
ttiey cannoi find employment?

There is nothing more degrading than
ior yvoung people to be unable to find some
form of occupation once they leave school.
I would ask the Government fo think
sericusly about this matter. There is a
tendency to let contracts to firms in the
metropolitan area. To¢ cap it off, the
Federal Government gave the contract for
the Albany Post Office to a Perth firm.
It looks as though fGrms in Albany are
not capable of doing the job. In the past
Government contracts were let to Albany
contractors.

The closing down of the Public Works
Department maintenance force was a
tragic blow. The economy cof the State
and that of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia needs a stimulant, and thé only

way to get it is to have full employment.
A man of 45 finds he is unable to Kkeep
up with a younger tradesman, yet if such
a man could be maintained in employment
there would be a steady income for his
family and there would be a stimulus
provided for commerce and industry. There
is one point which we overlook: When
we cut down one form of employment, it
starts to snowball and a serious situation
results.

Employment figures provided last month
for Albany by the statistician were the
worst for many years; and those figures
would not be truly honest. A man of 45
years of age who wishes to go out to work
may mahage to get one or two days’ work
a week. In the past a pensioner, with the
same capabilities, was able to supplement
his income by somewhere around £6 to £7
per week. Now he is deprived of that
income. A man of 45 is unable to compete
with the younger tradesman and his
intome suffers. In addition. 2 man who
is engaged on subcontract work, even when
he is working with his nose to the ground,
is not making much above subsistence level.
The overall effect on economy is a slowing
down of our spending force. We see re-
cession taking place in industry, and this
is reflected in our payroils and in com-
meyce.

The Leader of the Opposition very ably
covered that aspect. Xe said we always
look for some seapegoat, or we blame the
weather. Certainly the weather affecis
the economy. but not in this particular
case. It was the policy of the Government
to create an unemployment pool bigger
than was needed, and it has got out of
hand. If this pelicy is not altered we
cannot hope to find our feet and overcome
this recession through which we are now
passing.

I asked the Chief Secretary a guestion
concerning contracts for the painting of
Gire brigade stations in country areas. He
replied that the Fire Brigades Board had
decided that one contractor should do all
the work in the various parts of the
country because of the economy involved.
This Government has not attended very
closely to the neesds of decentralisation,
and the Minister for Industrial Develon-
ment will himsclf have to have a recession
somewhere.

Dishenesty of  purposs is  certainly
disclosed when we hear talk about
decentralisation but find our contracis

centralised. That brings us forcibly to the
point I have already covered: that if we
are going to get out of this difficulty, the
only thing that the people in the southern
part of this State can do is to call for a
referendum and insist that a referendum
be held to form a separate State. Some-
one might start to pooh-pooh the idea; but
it happened in New England. People have
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a right to resent henefits beitig taken from
them to the disadvantage of their par-
ticular area.

Those are my thoughts and the thoughts
of many people in the country areas today.
The Government is talking decentralisa-
tion, but behind the people’s backs it 3s
encouraging centralisation.

MR, JAMIESON 1Bezeloo) (9.1 pm.]:
There are several subjects I would like to
deal with. My Deputy Leader dealt with
one of them to some extent earlier this
evening and that was in eonneection with
the success or otherwise of what Iis
known as the Lonnie mission. 'This mis-
ston went to Great Britain to try to get
migrant tradesmen and it was reasonably
successful, due to its glamorised publicity
and the promises that were made to the
people who were to be brought to this
State. Surely if the Government is going
o0 take action along these lines it should
co-ordinate its efforts with the Com-
monwealth Governmant, which is primarily
responsible—and I am not defending the
Commonwealth Government; I em a long
way from that in my thoughts—for seeing
that the migrants who arrive here are
positioned in cccupations so that they can
become good citizens. It is important that
they should be employed in their new
country without undue delay.

Now the Lonnie mission had no regard
at all in that direction. It brought the
migrants out and then put the Depart-
ment of Labour and National Service in
the position of having to find jobs to suit
the people. The jobs had been advertised
and promised fto those people as being
available. A series of letters went out
from the Department of Labour and
National Service in an attempt to find em-
ployment for thase people who haq already
been signed up to come to this State. On
the 11th February the following letter was
sent from the department:—

Under arrangements sponsored by
the Western Australian Government,
more tradesmen will shortly be arriv-
ing from the TUnited Kingdom as
shown in the attached schedule. This
schedule indicates classifications of
tradesmen, the number in each classi-
fication, the ships on which they are
travelling, and the dates of arrival.

We are anxious to make arrange-
ments as far in advance as possible for
the placement of these British trades-
men and would be very grateful if you
would indicate what categories you
would be interested in with a view to
employment. Pre-employment inter-
views will, of eourse, be srranged,

I wounld be pleased if you couid reply
within & week to enable us to arrange
the necessary details.

A reply-paid envelope is enclosed.

For ease of recording, the envelope
has been addressed to the District
Officer of your local Commonwealth
Employment Service.

That indicates very clearly that this
Lonnie mission had oversold the position
with regard to the requirements for trades-
men in this State. There was an accom-
panying sheet showing that the Stratiteden
was arriving on the 21st Pebruary, 1963;
the Oriana on the 3rd March, 1963; the

Fairsky on the 18th March, 1963; the
Oricn cn the 30th March, 1963; and
the Strathmicre con the 2nd April, 1963.

There was a list showing that 173 trades~
men had been booked up without jobs
being available for them in this State.

That is not a fair proposition to put
hefore the Department of Labour and
National Service whose officers are trying
to do a good job in keeping tradesmen in
employment. It has not been easy in the
past for those officers to find positions in
the various categories, particularly in the
case of fitters, who have been in over-
abundance, And now we have the Lonnie
mission bringing a large number of these
migrants into the couniry without any
guarantee of employment whatsoever. If
that is the sort of salesmanship being in-
dulged in on behalf of this State it is no
wonder we have a bad name overseas.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment and others in his Cabinet get very
cross if the Trades and Labour Council or
the Australian Labor Party gives advice to
the authorities in Great Britain of the {rue
position {hat exists here. The true posi-
tion is advised so that migrants will not
find themselves in 8 false situation when
they arrive, Becaunse of that I feel
this Government deserves censure by the
Parliament for indulging in sueh practices
as it has indulged in and getting the State
a bad reputation with tradesmen overseas.

Another subyject I wish to touch on is
that of defence. In this day and age I
think that unless the States themselves
advocate their own defence they will be
leit undefended. I accuse the present
Government of being very remiss in regard
to the defence of Western Australia. Tt
has made no special representations. Asa
matter of fact it seems quite happy to
swing along with the statement of the act-
ing Defence Minister—that very worth-
while senator who represents this State and
who has been unable to get us a decent
airline during the whole of his time as
Minister for Air! He has done everything
but fit in with the requiremenits of the
State which he represents. He knows full
well he is safe in his position because of
the way Senafe candidates are elected.
Nobody can take him to task for any
actions on his paré.

He is becoming quite arrogant and races
into Press statements when anybody sug-
gests that the Government’s defence policy
is at all off course. But we have to like
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it. This view is also held by the Federal
member for Perth, whose attack on young
Hassell is well known. to all. Betause he
was outspoken on a motion from the Uni-
versity branch at the State conference of
whe Liberal Party to the effect thaf he
thought the defence of Australia should
he more suited to the requirements of
Western Australia, he was taken to task at
no end by Mr. Chaney.

Because of his association with ex-
service bodies and also because of his own
experience in the services, Mr. Chaney
should know that the mobility of a force is
one thing and the stationing of it is
another. All the people who hasten to
stand behind the Federal Government in
s views on the placing of defence forces
¢claim that the military forces we have can
get to various places in a few hours. I
am not a military strategist, but I should
imagine that the best place to have a base
is in a position closest to where an attack
might come from.

Surely we are not afraid of fthe hump
back or sperm whales which are heing
effectively dealt with by the various fleets
of whale chasers in the southern waters. I
think the only direction from such anh
attack would come would he from north
of Australia. Therefore, any strategic
force should surely be placed in thai area,
in case the necessity should arise to
defend it.

I do not feel there will be, hut if one
has a defence force surely one places it
in the position where it is most needed.
or is likely to be most needed; and it is
certainly not needed at & place where
there is no possibility of attack.

Sao far as this State is concerned I hope
the Federal Government will very soon
make up its mind in regard to its atiitude
to our near neighbours; hecause we should
advocate strenuously a pact with both the
PFederation of Malaysin and Greater
Indonesia. We are in a position where we
could be of great strategic importance to
both of those groups; and if we can play
in with them, rather than bark at them,
surely we will get somewhere in the long
run.

Mr. Dunn: Who is barking at them?

Mr. JAMIESON: Certainly not the kitten
who is sitting about where you are. [ am
saying there are plenty who are barking
at those people and 50 making them view
us as an enemy State rather than as a
iriendly nation which is not very far away
Irom them. We must bear in mind that
they are very close to us. There is hardly
a summer passes without some fishermen
irom Indonesia being blown on to our
coast as a result of the severe storms in
that area. I helieve that as a State we
should impress upon the Commonwealth
Government the necessity of having an-

other look at its defence policy; and until
the Government, is prepared to do that the
people of this State—

Mr. I. W. Manning: You do nof see any-
thing ulterior in these fishermen getting
blown ashore, do you?

Mr. JAMIESON: No; but I am instancing
these happenings to show how close our
neighbours from Asia are to us; hecause
every year, almost, we receive a consign-
ment of those people, through the will of
the elements, and owing to the fact that
we are so ¢lose to those countries. Those
fishermen have to be taken back to
Indonesia, and my suggestion is that in
the first place we should advocate an at-
titude of friendliness top these people in
our near north, and also we should show
ah willingness to trade extensively with
them.

At long last even the Minister for Indus-
trial Development has wakened to the fact,
as I think one of the Indonesian leaders
said, that there is not a vacuum between
Darwin and London. I am sulre he was
of that opinion for a long while; but even
he has become awsre of the fact that
there might be a possibility of trading with
cur near neighbours in the north, and this
in turn will lead to an improvement in
the relationship between us, If we ean
show some friendliness towards them we
will get our rightful trade with them; we
will certainly not get it unless we can
i}l‘;ow some degree of friendship towards

em.

We should not overdo any attitude of
belligerence; because if we do they, too,
will adopt the same attitude. Nobody
likes to be confronted by a person who is
adopting a threatening attitude: but if he
is, he will undoubtedly follow suit. We
should be able to reach the stage where
we can talk things over sensibly without
being afraid of each other,

Of course, there is the old bogey that
the Indonesians are under Communist in-
fluence. That is so much eyewash. Those
who have studied the Indonesian people
know that because of their religious as-
sociations they have. far more against
Communism than many of the countries
which follow the Christian faith, and will
not have a bar of it in any shape or form.

The situation iz being highlighted by
the fact that the Indonesian pegple are
heing assisted by Russian finance in the
building up of their military forces. Their
military power has been built up to such
an extent that they are now said to be
the nation with the fourth biggest military
force in the world. This is a situation
which must be faced, and we must do that
in the right way and not simply blast at
them every time anybody speaks on the
subject.
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It would be far better if our own
defence forces were strategically placed so
that they could be employed properly and
not simply as ornaments, t0 be used for oc-
casional parades and on celebration days in
ihe cities of Melbourne and Sydney. That
appears to me to be a very necessary and
early move instead of having people like
the Federal member for Perth shouting
down any person who is prepared to
advocate better defence facilities for our
State.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [$.15 pm.}: My
remarks will be brief but, I hope, to the
point. Because this Bill will allow the
Government to spend somewhere in the
vieinity of £25,000,000 I thihk I should
draw attention to what I believe are im-
portant matters affecting my electorate.
One could, of course, discuss the larger
problems which are now causing this State
some difficulty, such as the loss of capital
to the Eastern States due to the fact that
Eastern States firms have gradually ab-
sorbed our local companies, and these com-
panies now appear to be working for the
Kastern States and the principal com-
panies in those States appear to be working
for people overseas.

One could go on discussing important
subjects like that, because I understand
the Leader of the Country Party in the
Federal sphere is most concerned that
capital investments in Australia are taking
such a large sum of money away from this
country. I am just as equally concerned
hecause of the faet that so many Eastern
States firms are absorbing Western Aus-
tralian firms and taking money out of
Western Australia.

Not only are they taking money out of
the State but they are also reducing and
curtailing the possibilities of employment
in Western Australia. If anybody cares
to take the trouble to read The West Aus-
tralien of Priday, the 3rd May, he will
see that approximaiely 40 Eastern States
companies have absorbed local companies
in the last 10 years. I believe that is
creating local difficulties in more ways
than one, and one of the difficulties is in
regard to unemployment.

The unemployment problem is a subject
which I wish to discuss for a. few minutes
because in my area, which is an industrial
one, the unemployment figure would be
hetween 450 and 500 people—men and
women. Adults, both meh and women, can
fend for themselves to a large extent. They
can get social service benefits and they can
make themselves heard; but in recent
fimes, in the industrial areas, hundreds of
young people, girls and boys from 15 to
19, have been out of work for long periods.

It is about time the Government,
which is spending so much money in all
directions, gave some consideration to
creating industries and activities in those

areas where unemployment is being sui-
fered not only by adults but also by young
people.

If one looks through the records one wiil
find that the same types of industries close
down each year and cause unempiloyment.
These firms which are concerned with
amalgamations are not only creating un-
employment to some extent but they are
also putting off seniors and employing
low-paid juniors in their place. If any-
body looks at The West Australian of the
11th July he will find that the employment
officer at Midland Junction confirmed the
report that local firms are putting off
seniors and employing cheap labour.

While I want to high light this position
I also want to high light another factor.
Several months ago the local newspapers,
particularly The West Australian, stressed
the fact that delinquency was rife in the
Midland Junction area. In my opinion,
however, the report was grossly exagger-
ated. Why the Press should publish such
reperts I do not know; because almost dur-
ing the same week the report appeared in
the newspaper I canvassed the area with
a justice of the peace in the town, and
the reports I received on the youth of the
district were quite favourable. There were
isolated instances of youths from other
districts entering Midland Junection and
causing a disturbance; but by and large
I found that the local youths were fairly
well behaved.

Nevertheless, I do not know how much
longer such a state of affairs will last if
the Commonwealth or the State continues
to deny them the right of suitable em-
ployment in the district. According to the
reports I have received, there are 200 young
people unemployed in that area. That is
a most unfortunate position, and 1 hope
the Government will take steps fo ap-
proach the Commonwealth authorities to
make an endeavour to establish industries
in areas where unemployment—particu-
larly among young people—is continuing.

1 was at the Midland Junction Trades
Hall during the depression of the 1930's
when one-third of the adult workers of
that district were out of work, I am fully
aware of the terrible times they experi-
enced; and it must be heari-breaking ifor
these people, as parents, to see their child-
ren experiencing the same difficulties as
they did in their younger days. If the
Government has any regard for fhe al-
leviation of unemployment in those aress
where it is most acute it should do some-
thing towards encouraging, subsidising. or
establishing activities to absorb these
yvoung unemployed people.

When the Commonwealth Employment
Office was established I thought it had re-
gard for all the factors associated with
unemplioyment in any particular district.
Unemployment is a feature in my district
year after year, but nobody does anything
to relieve the position—neither the Com-
monwealth Government nor the State
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Government. As I said before, one can
pick up the local newspaper and read re-
ports of various firms—mostly controlled
by interests in the Eastern States—sack-
ing young employees so that even younger
personnel can be employed in their siead.
It is the amalgamations of various flrms
and other factors which are responsible
for the increase of unemployment in these
areas.

Another important matter which is con-
cerning me at the moment is the number
of young and aged persons being kiiled by
vehicular traffic on the highways and by-
ways. In the last two months I have
heard of cases of two children being
knocked over on pedesirian crossings
whilst travelling to or going from school.
I also read an account of a young lad who
was killed at Morley Park. Recently I
have read of cther cases of pedestrians
being knocked down in the city, and even
more recently I was within five minutes of
seeing a woman Killed at Mt. Lawley.

I advocate that the Government should
pay scme aitention to improving pedestrian
crossings in the metropolitan area. As
far back as five years ago I recommended
that overways should be built, but I did
not seem to get any response., About eight
or nine months ago I read in the Press
where a person was within inches of
getting killed after coming out of News-
paper House in Terrace Drive, following
which there appeared an article in thag
newspaper advocating the desirability of
the construetion of an overway over
Terrace Drive in the vicinity of Newspaper
House.

I have spoken in this vein at puhlic
meetings, and I have addressed corre-
spondence t¢ the Main Roads Department
and the Transport Department on the
advisability of constructing overways in
the melropolitan area, with a view to pre-
venting people from being knocked over
by vehicular traffic; but I have been told
that they are not successful in other parts
of the world. When I guoted the Brooker
Highway in Tasmania I was told it was
not & success. However, I was in Hobart
recently and I found that there was not
merely one of these overways but fthere
were four or five of them, and they are
becoming a feature in the vicinity of
schools.

I recentily wrote to the Minister con-
cerned in 'Tasmania, and he sent me photo-
graphs of four overways that were being
built to cater for children going to and
coming from school. Two of these over-
ways have been completed and two are in
the process of construction at a cost of
£3,000 or £4,000 each.

I am of the opinion that if overways
czn be erected along the Kwinana Free-
way they can be erected in other parts of
the metropolitan area. I understand that
the cost of the overways constructed along
the Freeway was between £20,000 and

£25,000 each. The overways being built
over the Brooker Highway in Tasmanis
are costing approximately £4,000 each
and are preventing children from being
killed whilst travelling to and from school.
The cost of one overway on the Freeway
would pay for flve or six steel type over-
ways in the suburbs.

The road traffic is increasing at a tre-
mendous rate today. Between 18,000 and
18,000 new vehicles are being registered
each year and the risk to the pedestrian
each year is being doubled. I think there
are approximately 250,000 vehicles of
various kinds registered in Western Aus-
tralia, including cars, utilities, wagons,
motorcyeles, and so on., I have no desire
{0 see any more accidents happening to
schoo! children, Recently a kiddie going
to a primary school was hurt at Guildford,
and a woman came to me whilst I was at
a P. & C. meeting last week and informed
me that a child had been hutt at Ash-
field by a motor vehicle,

I still advocate the construction of over-
ways,; but instead of access to them being
by a stairway, ramps should be built to
enable elderly people to negotiate them
without any difficulty. I would point out
that when I wrote to the Main Roads De-
partment on the advisability of building
overways, I received the following reply,
dated the 21st june, 1963:—

A pedsstrian overbridege built over
the dual carriage-way in Brooker
Highway is the only one of its kind
in Hobart.

Whilst I was in Hobart in February of
this year. 1 actually saw four of them.
Continuing—

The facility was in the nature of an
experiment to assist pedestrians (the
significant proportion of whom were
children) to cross the highway at the
location in guestion. Access to the
overbridege was by means of rela-
tively steep stairs which constituted
a deterrent to all but the fairly young
and agile.

I weuld like to interpolate here that I have
aiready made the point that this difficulty
could be overcome by constructing ramps
instead of stairways. The department’s
reply continues-—

Accordingly, in the absence of ped-
estrian barriers at the kerb along the
Highway. only school children under
striet instruction to use the overbridge,
were the sole users of the facility. Even
in the case of these school children,
a number were observed to have cross-
ed the Highway itself at surface level.
Quite recently (in March last) two
elderly women were killed together
when struck by a vehicle while cross-
ing Brooker Highway immediately ad-
jacent to this overbridge.
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It would be gathered from this that
even with overbridges there is still a
risk of pedestrian accident.

I would say that there is a risk. We all
know that there are, and always will be,
foolish people in the community; and
nothing we may do will correct that. But
in the main the Government is building
these overbrideges in Hobart because they
are a success. Because one or two people
may have been killed, that is no reason
why the whole idea should be abandoned
by the Main Roads Department and the
so-called engineers, merely because they
did not think of it first.

So I would ask the Government to have
regard for the safety of school children,
particularly in the metropolitan area. In
the long run it will be cheaper than having
fully-paid policemen on the highway for
an hour in the morning and an hour
in the afterncon. It will be better than
paying {o have pointsmen stationed in
various part of the metropolitan area.
{\]Iost important of all it will help to save
ives.

Accordingly I hope that when the Gov-
ernment is spending some of its money
over the next 12 months it will have re-
gard for the two matters I have mentioned.
PFirstly, T would like it to do something to
improve unemployment in industrial areas,
particularly as it relates to young people.
Secondly, I would like it to consider the
desirability of building overways on the
much travelled highways in the metro-
politan area, where vehicles are increasing
on the roads at the rate of 18,000 to 20,000
a year, thus doubling the risk of the
average pedestrian in the metropolitan
area.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara’ [9.32 p.m.}:
I realise that the average member will
have adequate opportunity on the Addrecs-
in-Reply and on the Estimates to discuss
matiers concerning his electorate. and
also those that affect the State. There
are, however, a couple of points arising
out of something that was mentiored
tonight, which I would like to take the
opportunity of discussing on this Bill.

One of the speakers mentioned the
matier of a committee set un to deal with
migration., It is committees generally
that I would like to discuss for a few
moments. I cannot help but feel that we
are fast reaching the stage where we are
having government by committees. In
recent years it seems $0 have become the
praciice for a committee to be set up to
investigate matters, rather than for a
ministerial decision to be given.

I suppose we could be told that this is
done for purposes of greater accuracy.
but I cannot help feeling that in many
instances it is to save the Minister making

some decision which might perhaps be yn-
popular. The formation of a committee
helps the Minister to overcome his respon-
«ibility in that particular case.

I have never made any secret of my
feelings about most committees. Some
are, of course, necessary. The ideal com-
mittee should consist of three, provided
one person cannot attend, and one of ihe
others is very ill! I have always liked the
deseription that a camel is a horse de-
signed by a committee!

In the north-west the appointment of
committees seems to be the order of the
day. We have committees appointed on
transport, on shipping, and a couple of
them to inquire into the pastoral industry.
There are committees galore in the Kim-
herleys. We have committees on mining;
and al of these committees seem to he
doing & job which the Minister is qualified
to do, because of the staff he has in his
department. I cannot helieve that in
every case where a committee is formed
the Minister would not have in hiz depari-
nient the necessary brains among his many
zcod public servants who could acquaint
him with the situation.

A committee was appoinfed to inquire
izito the future of Onslow. I intend to
deal with that aspect at a [ater stage of
the session. On examining the personnel
c¢f that committee I find it is comprised,
as most committees are, of public servants.
I am not criticising the Public Service:
indeed, T have the greatest admiration for
the Public Service in Western Australla
in the main, and particularly for our
senior public servants. They do a re-
markahle job. But surely there must be
a disadvantage when, in most cases. they
know the apinion of their Minister before
they even begin to sit on a commitfee.
This is probably the case with the com-
mittee dealing with transport at the pro-
sent time.

The Minister made reference at Onslow
to the fact that it would be only a short
time before road transport would Te
cperating  through to Port Hedland.
Appointed to the committee I have men-
tioned. is the manager of the State Ship-
ping Service. When the Minister exnresses
his views, surely it must have some impact
on the people sitting on the cemmittee.
At this point I would like to say that no
local pecple are ever asked to sit on such
ecmmittees. The members ave genernlly
from the Public Service, and they must
bring down a decision which in most
cases is in keeping with the views of their
ministerial bosses.

A typical example of this iz the com-
mittee on Onslow. On looking through the
people it interviewed, as contained in its
report on Onslow, I find the committee
interviewed the Department of Native
Welfare, the Depariment of Health, the
Education Department, the Transport De-
partment, the State Shipping Servire,
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the Harbowr & Light Department, the
Department of Lands & Surveys, the Town
Planning Department, the Department of
Agriculture, the Public Works Department,
the Main Roads Department, the Mines
Department, and ihe Local Government

Department. It also interviewed the
Meteorological Bureau and the State
Housing Commission. They are all
Government, Departments. Surely the

Ministers in charge of those departments
could have obtained the necessary in-
formation without appeinting a committee.

Mr. Burt: What you want is an
aombudsman,
Mr. BICKERTON: If the honourable

raember thinks it is a good idea. I cannot
see any purpose for the committees that
are formed, particularly when the infor-
miation required is always available from
the Government departments, from which
it can be obtained whenever it is needed.
Ve are fast reaching the stage of being
governed by committees, and I cannot
help thinking that in the majority of cases
the ohjeet is to save the Minister making
a decision which he should be quite capable
of making. He has at his disposal all the
information he requires for that purpose.

A further objection is that the appoint-
ment of these committees generally re-
sults in delaying tactics. The inguiries
of some of them take a long time and
t'#0 or three months elapse before a deci-
sion is made. When a question is asked
concerning such decision one is gener-
ally told that the Government has not
yet studied it. I am inclined to think
that before a committee even starfed
its inguiries the Government would have
a fair idea as to what its decision was
likely to be.

Accordingly I cannot help but feel that
the appointment of commiftees is some-
thing that has been created by Govern-
ments over the years to avoid their hav-
ing to shoulder a responsibility that
should rightly be borne by the Ministers
cf the various departments. We could
¢o with a lot fewer committees and a lot
miore ministerial decisions, which would
save a great deal of time and probably
a preat deal of expense. I have been
happy about the experts and committees
operating in Onslow over the last few
months, because they have had an impact
on the internal economy of the town.
There have been so many of them there.

Another matter that was raised to-
night by the Leader of the Opposition
concerned the member for Kimberley and
a dinner held in that area. I do not wish
t0 deal in any way with the matter rela-
tive to the member for Kimberley and
the invitation to dinner. There are a
few remarks I want to make, however.
because I cannot help feeling that this
is becoming a litile too common to be

accidental. In the north-west far too
much of this sort of thing goes on re-
garding invitations to the local members
concerned.

I address my remarks through you, Sir,
perhaps more to the ordinary members
of this House than to Ministers who may
have reasons for doing these things. 1 do
not know whether members representing
south-west constituencies and suburban
constituencies are heing treated in this
manner more and more, but we do find
it occurring in the north-west.

On two or three occasions I was re-
sponsible for arranging deputations to
meet a Minister, but was then taold at the
last minute that my presence was not
needed. I think that much more con-
sideration could be given by Ministers to
this aspect when they are going through
areas, particularly in the north-west of
this State where long distances have to
be traversed.

On most occasions the members af the
district have been invited to be present
only two or three days before the depar-
ture of the Ministers. We are restricted
in air transport, and the praspect of trav-
elling two or three thousand miles at a
couple of days’ notice makes it very dif-
ficult for us, When chartered aircraft
are being used by Ministers then the local
members should he considered and allo-
cated seats; but to date this has not been
done, This may be a very small point, and
I have not raised it previously. It may
sound as though one was being petty, but
this lack of consideration is becoming
more and more common, Local members
of Parliament are most concerned with
their electorates and should receive con-
sideration in this regard.

If they are doing their duty for the
areas they represent they would have
firsthand khowledge of the difficulties
thercin and of what is going on. They
would be able to give assistance to any
Minister ov Government. 1 think that
courtesy alone demands at least that con-
sideration. I would not like to think or
suggest that it was for political reasons
those invitations were not issued more
frequently, particularly to Opbposition
mermbers. I believe, for no selfish reason.
that more consideration should be given
in that regard to local members.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) 7942 pm.]l:
I wish to raise several poinis in this de-
bate. The first concerns the maintenance
of State houses at Carnarvon which were
first built in 1949. I can honestly say that
little or no maintenance has been done
on them. I asked a question today in this
House relevant to two of the earlier types
of houses built in that district. T asked
what percentage of the rental paid by
tenants was allocated for maintenance,
and was told that the amount allocated
for maintenance was one per cent. of the
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capital cost. Taking the cost of the house
built in 1949 or 1950—which is some 13
years ago—at an average of £2,715, there
has accumulated since that time a sum of
£350 for maintenance.

That particular type of house has not,
over the past 13 years, seen a coat of
paint on the outside. It is also fitted with
2. galvanised iron chimney which has be-
come severely rusted and in many in-
stances is leaking. Yet the Minister told
me in reply to the question I asked that
on an average £99 was spent on each house
last year on maintenance work.

Surely some of the money set aside for
maintenance over that period could be
spent on the houses which were erected
such a long time ago, and for which ren-
tal has been paid. It is very disconcerting
for a tenant to live in a house which is be-
coming dilapidated and shoddy through
Jack of paint. Most of the houses have nice
gardens ahd are generally looked after by
the tenants in a very good way; it is most
disappointing to them that nothing is
being spent on maintenance.

The other type of houses, built by Sand-
well and Wood at about the same time in
the same area, have outside chimneys
made of galvanised iron. They are com-
pletely rusted through. From inspections
made it was found that the chimneys had
not been fitted properly to the houses, and
leaking flashings allowed the water to run
on to the stoves, which in many cases are
also rusted.

Earlier this year I fook two inspectors
of the State Housing Commission to look
at those houses and to show them the state
of the chimneys. There was not onhe in
that area which kept the rain off the stove.
Many of the bath-heaters were burnt out.
and I can safely say that the vent
on every septic system was rusted through
at ground level. I made inquiries last
week as to the work which has been done
to replace those chimneys, burnt-out bath-
heaters, and stoves, but so far not a thing
has been done. Yet, if we take the average
cost of a house at £2,715, and set aside
one per cent. per yvear over 13 years for
maintenance, we will find that over £350
has been accumulated, and this amount
should justly have been spent on main-
fenance.

The second subject I wish to deal with
concerns the laxity of Ministers in reply-
ing to correspondence. I inftend to bring
to the notice of this House at least four
instances of laxity in this respect.

On the 4th February I wrote to the Pre-
mier regarding a promise he had made to
the Carnarvon Yacht Club to carry out
some maintenance work along the fore-
shore of the river. I received no reply to
that letter; so on the 4th March I wrote to
him again but received no reply. I wroie
to the Premier once more on the 24th
March, but it was not until aiter he had
left the State and was well on his way

i8]

overseas that the Deputy Premier con-
descehded to answer that letter. The work
I wrote about had been promised to be
carried out on the 24th Octcber, 1962.

I wrote to the Minister for Works on
the 1st June, hut so far have not received
a reply. I wrote to the Minister for Edu-
cation on the 24th June, but so far have
not even received an acknowledgment. I
am sorry the Minister for Police is not
in his seat, because I wrote him on an
urgent matter regarding traffic regulation
240 which controls the speed of heavy
vehicles. That was written on the 20th
January, a Sunday, so the letter would
arrive at his office on the morning of the
21st January. An organisation in Perth,
seeing a Press comment of mine, wrote to
the Minister on the 22nd January, That
organisation received a reply from the
Minister on the 24th; that is, two days
afterwards. Up te that time I had no
reply; hut on the 26th January I recejved,
from the organisation referred to, a copy
of a letter which the Minister had written.

However, when I got the Minister's reply
on the 4th February—10 days afterwards—
I received an exact replica of the letter
written to this other organisation, If that
organisation could receive a reply within
two days, surely I could have received 2
reply at the same time, particularly as the
letter sent to me contained exactiy the
same wording. No notice is taken of the
name of the person to whom a letter is
addressed.

This kind of thing belittles members whao
are tlected to represent various areas; and
I think it is very poor policy on the part of
Ministers to carry on in this fashion. From
what I have heard around and about it
would seem to me that not only members
on this side of the House, but also members
of the Country Party are treated in this
manner,

One has only to keep one’s ears open (o
find out what is going on; and the people
wheom one represents soon get to know
these things and it does not improve their
opinion of the Ministers. It is to be heped
that Ministers will show a little bit of tact
in answering correspondence—particularly
the Minister for Transport and Police, who
gave an answer to an outside organisation
on a subject about which the member for
the district had written two days before.
That organisation received a reply 10 to
12 days ahead of the member who origin-
ally lodged the complaint.

The other point I wish to take up is
the housing of coloured people at Car-
narvon. Since August, 196{, all kinds of
promises have been made that these people
would be given some sort of housing, but
up to date nothing whatsoever has been
done for them. Today the Minister for
Native Welfare answered a question of
mine in respect of this matter as follows:—

Arrangements are in hand to erect
four type V houses for rental in Car-
narvon from funds allocated in 1962-63.
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To me, that sounds rather a gqueer state-
ment because that department will be the
only one, other than the Main Roads De-
partment, which would have any funds
left after the 30th June, 1963; and how
these funds are becoming available now—
we are two months into the new financial
yvear-—-is just beyond me.

Mr. Lewis: Materials could have been
bought before the end of the financial year.

Mr. NORTON: Then why are those
materials not on the site? From which
yvear is the contract for the erection of
the houses going to be paid? The Minister
said these houses are to be built from funds
that were aliocated in 1962-63.

Mr. Lewis: That is right.

Mr. NORTON: As far as I know, the de-
partment is usually overdrawn; and I do
not expect the position will be any differ-
ent in this financial year.

Mr. Lewis: If you care to write to me I
will find out exactly when they are going
{0 be built.

Mr. NORTON: The Minister has heard
my comments; and I do not consider there
is any need for me to write, because the
chances are I will not get a reply. In his
reply to my question today, the Minister
went on (o say—

An additional three type V houses
for purchase have been ineluded in the
provisional estimates for 1963-64 but
the completion of this programme will
depend on availability of funds.

Mr. Moir: That is always the answer.

Mr. NORTON: With regard to these
three V-type houses which are to be built
for purchase, negotiations have been going
on for some time with three families in
Carnarvon so that they can get into the
houses in the very near future, but they
have not been told anything about the
availability of funds. Negotiations are
going aon just as if the funds were available.

I understand agreements are to be
signed; and in some of these cases the
people own the land on which the houses
are to be built. At the moment the under-
standing with these people is that the
houses will be built this coming year; but
according to the Minister's reply, it may
be any time, because the houses will be
built only if funds are available.

There are quite a number of other things
I wish to say, but I will keep them for the
Address-in-Reply when I will have had
some more replies to questions.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.55
p.m.l: I wish to say a few words about
the Lonnie migration mission. Much has
been said about it, and I am certain a lot
more will be said before this House con-
cludes the current session. However, the
things that have been brought to my notice

must be alred, because I think the Govern-
ment deserves censure over its handling of
the scheme that has become known as
“The Lonnie Scheme".

Some time ago I attended in my electol-
ate—as 1 often do—a social function held
by the Caledonian Society, and had the
opportunity of welcoming a number of
people from the Point Walter Hostel whe
were there as guests. I said I admired the
fact that they had given up so much in
their own country to come out here; that
it was obviously a great break with theit
friends and families; and that they musi
have had a great deal of courage, as 1
believe all migrants who leave their roots
and settle in another country must have?
as they know exactly nothing of what it
before them,

I believe they thought they were all or
a very good wicket—that they were indeec
coming to a land of milk and honey—
because of the proposition that had heer
puf up to them, If I recall correctly, I cot:-
cluded my remarks by telling them that i
I could be of any assistance to them a
any time I would be only too happy to dc
what I could for them, as would any mem-
ber on this side of the House. I may hawt
been in error in doing this, because I hut
not regained my seat when I was approach:
ed by a half a dozen people who had :
great number of complaints; ang since the:
I have received a good number of othe
complaints.

These complaints all follow the sany
pattern, The people all believe that th
facts as presented to them were incorrec:
and many of them have a few reprets a
having given up goed johs and good home
in order to experience some uncertains
in the State of Western Australia, I an
of the opinion that the plan itself mus
have been ill-conceived from what I knos
of it. TUnfortunately 1 was overseas las
year when the Lonnie mission left Wester:
Ausfralia. It appears that it was decide
all of a sudden that we must have migran?
and that we would show the Commeor
wealth Government how to get them.

It would not matter if we upset th
Commonwealth Government’s migratic
plan; and this, indeed, is what we hav
done. I understand the Federal authori
ties are not very happy about it. This
understandable, because over the year
that Government has had a great deal ¢
experience with migration and has bee
able to formulate some kind of plan fc
absorbing certain numbers into the com
munity each year. But the action of th:
Government provided an additional numbz
of migrants over and above those expecte
to come here under the Commonwealt
schetne.

I recall that some two years ago, when
was closely associated with the trade unic
movement—and indeed I still am, and ai
very proud of it—as an officer of the Trac
Union Industrial Council I visited tf
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Employers Federation, because even then
there was some concern about immigration.
The same people are in control of the Em-
ployers Federation at the present time who
were in confrol then; and they said that
they did not have any fears at all as this
State was on the edge of a great hoom
and before the end of the year we would
not have enough people—particularly skill-
ed tradesmen—to fill 21l the vacancies that
viould be available,

We asked for some evidence of this and
they produced some very large sheeis.
They had the numbers which would be
required by all the firms around town by
the end of the year. I think it was in
February we had that meeting. This in-
formation gave us some heart. They said
they had gone into it very closely and
could guarantee jobs for all these people,
50 we did not do a great deal about it
then, unfortunately. We sat back and
waited; but we found at the end of the
vear that the unemployment was twice as
bad as in February.

What happened to the estimates of
these employers around town, we wanted
io know; and when we made some further
inquiries from several of the employers,
we were given certain information. They
said that the Employers Federation had
rung them on the phone one day and
asked how many tradesmen they would
want by the end of the year. They said.
“We could want two or three fitters and
perhaps & blacksmith. It depends how
things go.” 'This was taken to be the cer-
tain requirements by the end of the year.
They did this with a number of the em-
ployers and got snap decisions over the
phone. This had been the schedule shown
which would guarantee certain vacancies
by the end of the year.

Then, of course. on fop of that, the
Government and the Emplovers Federa-
tion, knowing that the numbers had
nob been reguired, decided to send a mis-
sion overseas to get additional people be-
cause they had convinced themselves that
211 these tradesmen were going to be re-
cuired in Western Australia.

I believe the scheme was ill-concaived

and ill-planned because they should have
uznown whether houses would be available
for the numbers that were coming out,
znd whether jobs also would be available.
These are the two essentials, not only for
the actual father of the family but for the
children as well, and for the teenagers,
10 find employment for whom is a great
vroblem at the present time.

I asked for evidence, of course, from
whe people who made complaints to me, as
%0 the promises that had been made to
zhem, and I got the evidence without any
srouble at all. Here is a letter dated the
Ind August, 1962, to one migrant, and it

details the fact that he is interested in
migrating to Western Ausiralia. Then, in
the second paragraph, it says—

Should you still he interested in
accepting employment at your trade
in Western Australia I can inform you
that the mission c¢an offer to those
persons selected by it “a job and a
house”,

Those words “a job and a house” have
not only been quoted but in this letter
they are underlined. Now, do members
want any more proef that the Govern-
ment—the letter was signed by Mr. Lon-
nie, the leader of the mission—gave people
a firm guarantee of a job and a house?
The only thing not stated was what kind
of a house it would be and when they
would get the job. Perhaps the potential
migrants may have heen remiss in not
making this inguiry; but a person would
take it, when he received a paper with
the letterhead of the office of the Agent-
General, together with the official seal and
signed personally by the leader of the mis-
sion, that the words “a job and a house”
in quotation marks and underlined would
mean that in a very short time after his
arrival he would have exactly what was
stated in the letter—a job and a house. I
think if we looked at the accommodation
provided we would realise that this has
created as much dissension as it is possible
to create.

I will not detail all the cases that have
been presented to me. Please uhderstand
that T have no migrants in my electorate.
These are the ones living out of my elec-
torate who have come to me because I was
fortunate enough to make their acquaint-
ance. 1 say “fortunate enough” because
they are a very fine band of people. I
have net met one who is not prepared to
give it a go—to try to make a go of it;
hut I have met plenty who are absolutely
disgusted with the breach of faith on the
part of the Government.

I have here another letter, which
has come from the office of the High
Commissioner and is addressed to the
person concerned. It states that they are
very happy he has decided to come to this
glorious country—and it is a glerious coun-
try if one is provided with a house and g
job and decent living conditions. There
is plenty of future in it.

Mr, Graham:
ment!

Mr. DAVIES: Once again there are the
usual good wishes and hope that the family
will have a happy and successful time, and
it states that they will have opportunities
never available in the country they are
leaving. This, of course, is a lot of rot—
this supposition that all the people coming
out cannot be worse off here than in Eng-
land. This is not so, because many wheo
have come were very well off, well settled

With a decent Govern-
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with good homes and good gardens. Per-
haps the gardens were not as bizg as we
know them but the homes have many of
the refinements we know and much of the
equipment we have in houses in Austra-
lia. I know this because I have had the
pleasure of being entertained in homes in
all parts of the British Isles.

Referring once again to this letter, on
the guestion of housing the man is told
that a job will be found, and a house. Men-
tion was made in this letter from the
office of the Agent-General that it might
be necessary in the first instance to be
accommodated in a hostel and that the
pericd to be spent in the hostel could
not be laid down. This was the first hint
he had that he would not almost immedi-
ately he given a house. This was the first
hint this man had since he was accepied
and sold his home.

However, it says that he would be found
a job, and then the letter sets out the a-
ward rate for his trade of fitting and turn-
ing, which was £19 14s, 9d. a week at that
time. Then follow the words “a house will
be found for you within a reasonable peri-
0d”. These people can therefore reasonably
hope to find somme kind of housing accom-
modation. That letter is dated the 28th
October. The people concerned arrived
here, I believe, some time early in January
and were located at the Point Walter
migrant hostel where, they said, the food
was impossible and uneatable at times.

Mr. Bovell: That is not true.

Mr. DAVIES: Then on the 29th March,
five months after the first indication that
& house might not be available almost
immediately, a letter was received from
Cathedral Avenue, Perth—irom the Immi-~
gration Department; and I think it is
getting a little closer to the true position.
‘Why they wait until the migrant has de-
cided to come here and has been here
for five months before they tell him the
irue position., I will never know.

.. This letter sets out the qualifications
“for getting a house. The family is told
that it cannot be promised a new house
hut that housing will be made available
a5 soon .as possible, It sets out that the
family will be made an offer, and if the
migrant does not accept it he then be-
comes an ordinary applicant and will be
treated in the nermal course, which could
take another 12 or 18 months. In the
meantime, apparently, he and his family
can reside at the hostel! or can find their
own accommodation. This man, whose
papers I have in my hand, has a wife and
four daughters aged 17, 16, 12, and four.
It is a six-unit family.

After complaining for some time about
not getting a house they were offered one
at Bentley although they had wanted one
at Hamilton Hill where, I understand,
there was a group of other migrants, and
ihat area was more suitable for them.

Apparently the allocating authorities wert
not very concerned as to where it would be
They merely said “We will offer you ¢
house near your employment.” This is rea-
sonable, I suppose, because this man wa:
employed in the industrial area at Welsh-
pool. In the meantime he had purchased :
car. He had to do so in order to get from
Point Walter to Welshpool, and althougt
he pointed this out to the allocating autho-
rities, and also pointed out that he coulc
go just as easily from Hamilton Hill, he
was told the offer was being made for ¢
house at Bentley and he could take {1
or leave it.

I might also mention that this mar
had not been found a job by the Govern-
ment. In fact, he had found his owr
job after several weeks of unemployment
Members will recall that this family con-
sisted of four daughters, three of themr
teenagers, and the husband and wife, I
was & six-unit family, and they were off-
ered a house comptising a bedroom, 16 ft
3 in. by 10 ft.; a second bedroom, 10 ft.
16 ft.; a roof-finished sleepout, 12 ft. by
7ft. 9 in.; a lounge, 17 £t. by 10 ft.; a kit-
chen-dining area, 17 ft. by 10 ft.; plus a
dado-enclosed back verandah, ¢ ft, 2 in. b3
7T ft. 9 in,

The unit was built in 1957, and before
being allocated £56 worth of renovations
were undertaken by the State Housing
Commission. In effect, the family had as
sleeping units two bedrooms and an en-
closed sleepout for a grown-up family of
six. This was said to be the normal sleep-
ing accommodation for a family of this
size. I ask any member whether he car
accommodate three teenage daughters
plus a smaller daughter, plus the husbanc
and wife comfortably in a house of tl
dimensions I have given here. It coulc
be done, but it is impossible to do il
comfortably. Why could not this family
have been provided with a three-bedrooir
home?

The matter was taken a little further
I had discussions with Mr. John Darling
who was, apparently, State Immigrationr
Liaison Committee Chairman. He, of
course, adopts the attitude that if any-

‘ one dares te question his judgment, ther

that is the finish of that person. This
has happened time and time again. He
likes to be a complete dictator in the
allocation of housing. There is no need
for the Minister for Immigration to lock
at the ceiling and stroke his chin because
this is the truth.

Mr. Bovell: You are painting a com-
pletely erroneous picture., He is not a
dictator and he co-operates in every way

Mr. DAVIES: The family to whom I am
referring said, first of zll, that the house
was not in the area they wanted; and
secondly, that it was not big enough. And
that was a fact—it was not big enough.
There was another person in the running
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for this house. He informed the commit-
tee that it would be unsuitable for him,
and he was offered another. What happen-
2d when the original people who had been
offered the house rejected it? ‘The house
was allocated to a family which included
iwo small children. This family unit con-
sisted of husband and wife and two small
children, The liaison committee said that
the house was one for a family of this size;
but it was also the same size house for
the six-unit family. I have not heard of
anything so stupid in all my life, It bears
put the fact that the liaison commitlee is
not interested in listening to reason.

I have here five pages of diatribe, setting
out the commitiee’s reasons why it could
not be done. I will not bore the House by
reading them. Any member is welcome to
see them at any time. They bear cut what
I have said about the committee not being
prepared to listen to reason. The com-
mittee granted the man who had refused
the house the right {o state his case. But
before the man appealed to the committee
he had been able to get another job in
the new industrial area of O’Connor.

There was now a good reason why he
should be given a house at Hamilton Hill,
because it was mueh nearer his work. He
had been allocated a house, but there was
no reason why the committee could not
have told him, “We will give that one at
Bentley to someone else. You are now
located at O'Connor, and we will give you
a house as soon as possible.” ‘The family
appreciated there might not be one avail-
able immediately, but they were prepared
to stay where they were for another few
weeks, However, what did the liaison
commitiee do? It said, “You have had
your offer of a house, although it was
entirely unsuitable for you. You have had
one offer, and although circumstances have
changed in two days, that does not mean
a thing; you have had your offer, and you
now go down to the boitom of the list and
await your turn, which will be in another
12 or 18 months.” It is absolutely dis-
zusting.

These people have since been able to find
themselves a house at £5 per week, and
they have been able to settle down near to
ihe man’s work. I have never heard such
nonsense in all my life. This committee has
dictatorial powers and it is not prepared to
listen to reason, even when circumstances
zhange in a matter of two days. This is
only ohe of several cases I have here, and
other members have similar cases.

There has been a great deal of doubt
soncerning the type of houses which were
promised. There are some people with us
tonight, I understand, who had very nice
houses in England and who queried Mr.
Lomnnie whether the Government would be
offering new houses. Mr. Lonnie’s words
were to the effect that when he said it was
2 hew house he meant it would be a new
house. ‘There can be no doubt at all about

that. The mission was going around sell-
ing jobs and new houses to anyone who
would come out to Western Australia,

Once again I have a whole list of people
who have heen unable to get employment,
and of people who have been lucky encugh
to be able to get jobs for themselves—
people who have found employment for a
matter of a fortnight or three weeks or,
if they were lucky, a month., After that
there was no more work for them. The
Government said, “We have fulfilled our
promise; we got you a joh.” A job! When
the Government offers a person a job he
expects it to be a permanent one: a jaob
that will give him some kind of security.
What is the sense of his giving up all the
advantages he had in England—permanent
work, superannuation fund, and all the
rest that goes with a permanent job—in
order to come out to Western Australia to
a job offered by a Government, a job which
could be for anything from a week to a
month—or it could be for eternity if one
were lucky enough; but there are very few
of those johs.

These people have shown some initiative.
Some have been lucky encugh to find jobs.
But once again there is no certainty ahout
it. Some of these people are aged persons,
One of the most distressing factors is that
their children are unable to obtain work.
We all know that the latest employment
figures, and those figures which have bheen
givenn out each month this year by the
Department of Labour and National Ser-
vice, show and have shown that there is
a serious shortage of jobs for teenagers:
and although the wyear is now well
advanced, there are still many people,
many Australian teenagers—many in my
own electorate—who have heen unable to
find work of any kind.

Many of those teenagers have had to
return to school after having been away
for some time., Some of them have got
jobs serving in fruit shops, or perhaps they
have obtained Saturday morning work in
one of the chain stores. But this is soul-
destroying. They are getting older. It is
harder for them to get jobs; and, what is
more, they have no experience and there
is little hope of their getting jobs.

The position is desperate, and nobody
can deny this. In another four months we
will have the 1963 group of children leaving
school, and there will he another flood of
teenage unemployment in Westel'n Aus-
tralia. What can we do about it? What
does the office of the High Commissioner
say? He says, “You may miss some of the
things familiar to you, but you will dis-
cover in Australia many advantages that
Britain lacks, particularly for your chil-
dren’s future.

What kind of a future are we giving
them? The most important thing they re-
guire is work. In the case I mentioned
earlier there were three teenage dauglhters,
and one of them has only just got some
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kind of employment as a shop assistant in
a small store. Yet they have been here
since last January, and what I have
mentioned reflects only a fraction of
what has been going on. I say that the
whole of the Lonnie mission was ill-
conceived and ill-planned.

I believe we need migrants—we must
have them—and I have found that those
who are coming here are a good type. But
if we cannot absorb them properly and
adequately into our community we are not
doing any good for our migrants, our repu-
tation overseas, or the people in Western
Australia,

I think the Italians have the right idea.
In The West Austrglian of the 31st Janu-
ary this year there were details concerning
a draft migrant agreement. The original
agreement which was submitted to the
Italian authorities was not acceptable to
them and it was not ratified I
realise that the agreement in question is a
Commonwealth matter, and does not con-
cern Western Australia only; but one of
the points at issue was that an assisted
migrant should have a guarantee of a
secure job hefore he left Italy. Another
point was that Italian trade gqualifications
should be recognised in Australia and that
Italians should not have to go to the mi-
grant reception centre at Bonegilla. That,
of course, is in Victoria where there were
some riots last year, if I remember
rightly.

The Italians have their heads screwed
on. The Italian authorities want jobs for
their people; they want proper housing for
them, otherwise they will not enter into
an agreement with the Commonwealth to
permit Italians to come here. Ii is time
the British Government woke up and
adopted the same attitude.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) 110.22
pm.l: Many of us on this side of the
House might be accused of weary repeti-
tion, but the Lheme that we have
used is that the Government Iis
worthy of condemnation as a con-
sequence of the situation in which we
find ourselves today in regard to those
matters which have been discussed this
evening. I would like to quote from The
West Australian of the 27th June this year,
and I hope the Minister concerned is
listening to what I am saying. The article
was in regard to the West Province by-elec-
tion, and I will read the appropriate por-
tions of the statement made by the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development. He said—

The Liberal Party has kept faith
with voters by providing two first-class
candidates for next Saturday’'s Legis-
lative Council by-elections.

Behind them stands a good record
of Government achievement for the
benefit of individuals and the State.

He goes on to talk about the candidates
and then says—

They stand firmly behind the Gov-
ernment’s clear-cut policy of encour-
agement for private enterprise, which
has expanded employment and virtu-
ally doubled the development resources
of the State by attracting private
investment.

I think the statements which have been
made this evening are an ahsolute contra-
diction of the Minister’s statement—un-
employment exists and people are waiting
for housing.
Mr. H. May:
terested.

Mr., FLETCHER: The article goes on to
mention iron ore exports and that sort of
thing, and what is anticipated in the dim
and distant future. It says something
about the fact that we might get an inte-
grated iron and steel industry in 1990
something, This is a matter which con-
cerns all Western Australians because we
had an opporiunity, when the splendid
Hawke Labor Government was in office,
of selling 2 million tons of iron ore over-
seas for the purposes of enabling us to
obtain sufficient revenue for the Hawke
Labor Government to commence an inte-
grated iron and steel industry, not in 1990
something, but in the immediate future.

Mr. Dunn: What happened?

Mr. FLETCHER: A hostile Federal Gov-
ernment refused us an export license. It
alleged that there were insufficient iron
ore reserves in Western Australia. Yet
by some miraculous means we now find
that we have countless millions of tons
of iron ore. Can anyone tell me that
tl_mse huge hills of iron ore had never pre-
viously been seen? I will admit the popu-
lation in the North-West is rather scanty:
but surely they could not fail to see some-
thing of that size.

This article is a lot of lies and mis-
representation. I know the word “lies”
is not liked in this House, and I do not
like using it; but why were we denied
the opportunity then of doing something
for the benefit of Western Australia in-
stqad of having to wait until 1990 some-
thing? I do not want any interjections
from the appropriate Minister. I will
read what he had to say.

Mr. Court: I was just wondering what
sort of an iron and steel industry we would
have gol from a million tons of iron ore,

Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister said—

We are striving to lift this State
to the level of prosperity that our re-
sources can give us and we are push-
ing development on every front.

We are dedicated to this aim not
because we are following some mystie
dream but because we know it will
strengthen our hold on this rich land
by filling it with people; because if

Now you've got him in-



[Tuesday, 6 August, 1963.1 77

will create more jobs—and more in-
teresting jobs—while improving our
way of life.

This is the kind of Government pro-
gramme to which George Brand and
Syd Ryan give their wholehearted sup-
port.

They know that the benefits this
programme is bringing have enabled
us to afford a steadily-rising standard
of social welfare and education.

We urge you to support them by go-
ing to the polls and giving them your
vote in North-East Province and West
Province on Saturday.

Mr. Oldfield: Brave words.

Mr. FLETCHER: Brave words indeed,
and if it were possible of achievement
it would be very laudable. However, I do
take exception to the Minister’s remarks
when he said, “We are dedicated to this
aim not because we are following some
mystic dream.” I assume he is alluding
to Labor policy being some mystic dream.
There was nothing mystic about the illus-
tration I gave of wanting something in the
immediate future and not in 1390 some-
thing. Incidentally those two candidates
were repudiated at the polls and I am not
surprised in view of what has been dis-
closed by this side of the House. For want
of a bhetter word it was typical Liberal
Party bovine manure—I cannaf put it in
more polite terms.

My, Graham: Very aptly described!
Myr. Bickerton: Ferfiliser is a better word.

Mr. FLETCHER: Whilst I am on the
theme of how splendid things are in this
alleged Utopia, I should like to guote, for
the benefit of the House, an article which
appeared in The West Australian af the
21st June. The heading is, “Two Hundred
Women, Giris, Queue for work.” I am not
slad of this situation, or heppy about the
opportunity of indulging in this criticism.

Mr. Court: Not much, you're not!

Mr. FLETCHER: I deplore it.
article goes on to state—

At least 200 women and girls queued
yesterday morning when a chain-store
firmm advertised for shop assistants at
its new branch at Applecross.

At ncon about 80 were stil] wait-
ing to be interviewed.

The shop wanted about 15 perma-
nent assistants, as well as temporary
staff for its opening sale next month.

The

Further on the article states—

Many of those present felt that there
were not as many opportunities for
such jobs as there were a few years
ago.

A few years ago, let me interpolate, would
possibly he in excess of six years ago when
the Labar Parly was in office and more
opportunities were available.

Mr. Court: You had higher unemploy-
ment than any year since we have been
in office.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

Mr. Graham: You are wrong and you
know you are wrong. You have breken
records over the last 30 years.

Mr. Court: No,

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

Mr. Graham: Higher than for the last
30 years under this Government.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
If I do not zet more order from both sides
then members on both sides will regret
it very shortly; and neither the member
for Baleatta nor the Minister for Indus-
trial Development will be grinning.

Mr. FLETCHER: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. I am glad you did not include
me in that. To continue with the news-

paper article—

Applicants interviewed at random
in the queue were:

The report then publishes the name of a
yvoung lady of 16 years of age of Leederville
and continues with these comments—

Left school at Junior level last year
and had not yet got a job. Could do
shop work, dressmaking or hairdress-
ing. Had tried at more than 20 shops.

Miss Margaret Harrington (19) of
Applecross. Last job—a temporary one
-—last October as typist.

Commercial college qualifications and
could do bookkeeping and switchboard
work. Had tried almost every day for
some job.

These are reports of some of the unfortun-
ate young ladies who are logking for work
as shop assistants despite the qualifica-
tions mentioned. The repori continues—

Miss Gloria Prowse (18), of Alfred
Cave. Out of work for three weeks.
Earlier, had been out of work for 13
weeks.

So the stories go on of these unfortunate
people who are looking for work.

For the Government {0 make representa-
tions that there are wonderful opportunities
offering in this State is nothing more than
window-dressing in trying to demonstrate
not only to the people of this State and
Australia as a whole, but also to countries
overseas, that Western Australia is over-
flowing with opportunity; that people
should come here and assist this Govern-
ment because of the wonderful opportunit-
ies that are offering. Yet I ean read this
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newspaper report on 200 young girls out of
work. I do not want to condemn the
Press for printing such reports because we
often accuse the Press of not printing the
true facts. In this instance we have to
Tace up to the fact that the Government
is not as good as it pretends to be, other-
wise the Press would have no need to pub-
lish such repotts.

Alongside some of the paragraphs of
these Press statements I have written the
words, “Note well”. One such paragraph
is as follows—

Electric welder. Ian Horner, formerly
of Glasgow, who arrived with his wife
and four children said yesterday that
many felt they were tricked into com-
ing to W.A.

He had seen the advertisement and
would never have come but for the
specific job offered.

The contents of four letters signed by For-
wood Down's London agents were supplied
to this migrant but I will not qucte all of
them. However, I will eontinue with My,
Horner's comments— :

“I would never have sold my house
and given up a good job in England
had I known,” he said. “I will try to
see that nobody else makes the same
mistake.”

That migrant was going to try to see that
nobody else makes the same mistake that
he did. Yet in The West Australion dated
the 20th October, 1962, appears a subleader
under the heading of “Putting the Facts
Abroad” which criticises our Mr. Chamber-
lain for telling the facts to British trade
union workers. I was crificised in this
House last year for doing precisely the
same thing, yet here we have the published
reports of migrants who are offering the
same criticism. T will quote from this sub-
leader in The West Australian dated the
20th October, 1962, as follows—

Putting the Facts Abroad.

From their union secretary, British
boilermakers have again been given a
distorted picture of industrial condi-
tions and the arbitration system in
Western Australia.

That is just in part.
states—

This is an example of the need for
the State Goverament to counteract
adverse influences at the source by pre-
senting the true picture and the up-
to-date facts.

The necessary steps could be taken
through Mr. W. S. Lonnie, who is still
in Britain as the leader of our migrant
recruiting mission. Here at home
there should be ah examination to find
out if there are any genuine factors
discouraging to British boilermakers or
other skilled workers.

Later the subleader

I am giving the facts to the House
this evening. In spite of this, however, two
Ministers on the front bench are ignoring
the fact that they are being spoken to on
this matter, The subleader continues—

There would be less chance of people
abroad being primed with partial or
inaccurate information . . .

and so the report goes on.

We are giving the House information this
evening, With reference to that, I have
notes in this notebook which T have in my
hand of an interview I had with an unem-
ployed fitter. He asked me if T would be
able to assist him to find employment. I
asked him if he had signed the “vacant”
book in our union office, but he replied
he had not and I advised him to
do so. He is a fitter approaching my
own age. He will be told that he is toc
cold to be employed as a fitter and so will
bhe placed on the industrial scrap heap. He
mentioned the firms of Acme Plumbers at
Belmont, Gilbert & Barker and Calageri’s
as employers not paying penalty rates for
overtime. .

These are signs of the times., The policy
seems to be that if employers can encour-
age as many people as possible from over-
seas and so have several people waiting
outside their gates applying for work, it
gives them an opportunity to say to appli-
cants who are being interviewed, “Will
you accept such-and-such conditions?” If
the applicant replies that he will net, the
employey will say, "Very well, There ale

. people cutside the gate who will.” 1In

consequence there are men working over-
time without being paid overtime rates for
such work. Although this is in contrav-
ention of the award, such conditions do
exist.

In view of these facts we, on this side
of the House, are quite entitled to take the
Government to task on this issue. When
I was younger I saw a similar situation te
this developing the time when the Em-
ployers Federation held the big stick and
the bargaining power of unemployment.
This situation is developing today and
here is the evidence to support it—

Job Shortage for over 40's.
Ever Hoping, Karrinyup:

May I add my comments on the
attitude to men more than 40 years.

My husband has had 30 years ex-
perience in the engineering trade as
apprentice, tradesman, supervisor and
technician, but because of his age
cannot get a job in his trade. He
has been forced to take a job out of
his trade which pays less than a fitter
in the trade.

He applies for advertised jobs regu-
larlv but the answer is always the
same—position filled.
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Recently he applied for a position
with one of Perth's leading engineer-
ing firms. After a time-lag of ten
days he received a letter thanking
him for his application and interview
—an interview he did not atiend be-
cause he was never called upon to
attend an interview.

That firm probably hagd applicants who
were prepared to work for wages less than
the award rates. This letter continues—

Although we do not regret coming
tc W.A, we do resent the fact that
all my husband’s training, skill and
knowledge are wasted because he is
too old at 45.

I am thankful that my employer
does not think I am too old at 45 to
start work again after 20 years of not
working (other than home duties).

That letter was contributed by the
migrant’s faithful wife. I have added a
note at the end of that leiter which was
published in The West Ausiralian of
the 22nd May, 1963. The note is: “He
could train apprentices.” That is the erux
of the situation. There is a man of wide
experience who is thrown on the industrial
scrap-heap. It is ridiculous to say that a
man of such experience has no further use
in industry and in training apprentices
to carry on after him. His talent is just
being wasted.

I have other material here dealing with
the housing situation. On the 6th Dec-
ember, 1962, The Wesi Australian pub-
lished this article—

Many living in huts. says Whitlam.
Members on the other side of the House
will say that they would expect such a
report from such a source. However, the
article under the heading is as follows:—

Sydney, Wednesday—Abhout 170.000

Australian families are living in huts,

shared houses and other sub-standard

dwellings, according to an analvsis hy

Deputy PFederal Labor Leader Whit-

lam.

The article says that while slum
areas areg increasing, finance for
housing is shrinking.

Less money is being provided for
housing than two years ago, and 75,000
famijies throughout Ausiralia are
waiting for housing commission homes
—an increase of 4,000 on last year.

I heard this evening that the Minister
representing the Minister for Housing had
submitied figures on a more satisfactory
housing situation of late. Incidentally I
prefer to believe mine. The figures show
that 75,000 people thoughout Australia
were waiting for Housing Comrnission
homes. This was an increase of 4.000 on
last year. The report continues—

The analysis by Mr. Whitlam follows
a statement by Commonwealth Statis-
tician Archer that building approvals

were still lagging behind the pre-credit
squeeze level of 1960,

Mr. Whitlam’s report said:

There were fewer war service
homes provided now than 10 years
ago.

Allocation for Housing Commis-
sion construction this year was
£4,500,000 lower than last year.

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: How do you sug-
gest we overcome the situation?

Mr. FLETCHER: How does the Minis-
{er get over those facts? The report con-
tinues—

There were between 100,000 and
125,000 slum houses in Australia.

The present inadequate rate of
clearing slum houses (5,000 a
year) meant that sub-standard
housing was growing.

The Minister asks how we can overcome
the situation. It is the Government's job
to overcome the situation, because it is
party to State and Federal policy which
makes this sort of thing possible, and this
State Government is responsible for its
share of the figures I have quoted.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Don't you believe
the figures I gave you in answer to your
question?

Mr. FLETCHER: 1 must admift I have
not analysed them yet. I do not doubt
the Minister's word, or his integrity; but if
the figures he gave me conflict with these
that I have, then somebody has misled
the Minister. I am quoting the situation
as it is; and I would rather believe Mr.
Archer and Mr. Whitlam and the figures
they give, than some dubious figures sup-
plied to me in answer to a question.

I started my speech on the theme of the
West, Province by-election, and I will finish
on that theme, because the Minister is now
in the House. What I want to say is rela-
tive to asking the appropriate Minister for
permission to speak on an industrial site.
In accordance with protocol I wrote to the
State Engineering Works manager and he
informed me it was necessary for me to
obtain permission for Mr. Dolan to speak
at the State Engineering Works,

Accordingly I wrote to the Ministers
office: but, because I am reasonably new
and reasonably polite in my dealings with
people. they seemed to have got the impres-
sion that T was easy, and a great deal of
procrastination was indulged in, almost to
the eve of the election. So much so that
I thought I was being taken for a ride.

I accordingly rang the Minister’s office
and asked what was going on, and was it
intended to procrastinate till it was too
late for permission to be granted, or to
wait until after the election. I got on to
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Mr. O'Connell and put the matter to him;
and he asked me to ring Mr. McBirnie,
who said I could anticipate a reply from
the Minister. I asked him when I could
anticipate the reply; whether I would get
it after the election.

I was told by Mr. McBirnie that he had
rung the State Engineering Works.
We spoke there at very short notice, be-
cause we received permission to do so only
at the last moment. On the Tuesday
after the election I received the Minister's
authority for our candidate to speak af
the State Engineering Works. That struck
me as being a bit low.

Mr, Graham: It is typical
Mr. Oldfield: That’s nothing new,

Mr. FLETCHER: Perhaps it is not, but
it is something new to me. I conducted the
campaign on behalf of Mr. Dolan accord-
ing to what I believed were principles of
fair play. But I do not consider the Gov-
ernment's action fair play. As I say, I am
usually polite to all members in this House,
and I try to conduct matters in a business-
like manner, and with politeness—although
on occasions perhaps I do tend to get a
kit heated in this House—and I do not
want that sort of thing to happen to me
again.

Mryr. Graham:,
upsets me.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not wani a repeti-
tion of that sort of thing from members
on that side of the House, because when
we occupy the Government benches it may
result in our treating members opposite in
an equally cavalier fashion.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Just one look at them

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reporied without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Nalder {Deputy Premier), and trans-
mitted io the Council.

House adjourned at 10.49 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m, and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
DIANELLA-MORLEY DISTRICT
Distress to Residents through Flooding

1. The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON asked
the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the dis-
tress in the Dianella-Morley dis-
trict caused through floeding in
that area?

Kensington Street-Peters Place:
Deep Drainage
(2) Will he inform the House how
sgon deep drainage will be com-
menced in the Kensington Street-
Peters Place area where the situa-
tion is now acute?



